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ABSTRACT
This endeavor reviews the mindsets and ideologies emerging from the South in
the era known as "King Cotton," a time which predated the American Civil War and in
which cotton was the primary export of the South. It is historically relevant to Higher
Education in that it views this mindset through the eyes of young, white, single males and
in particular, one male, a student of Mississippi College in Clinton, Mississippi. This
description will focus on the years from 1850 to 1860 and this male population. This in
no way degrades or neglects the contribution or inclusion of women in Mississippi’s
educational history, but at the time reflects the overall male-dominated focus of the
South, and Mississippi in particular, when considering this era of education. In fact,
Mississippi College has many factors which set it apart, one, that it was the first coeducational college in America to grant a Bache laurate degree to a woman, another, the
fact that it is the oldest continuous college in the state of Mississippi and that it is,
arguably, the second oldest Baptist institution of higher learning within America. This
investigation, however, will delve into the lives of the young men that attended it on the
eve of the Civil War and reveal their mindset and manner of life. Archival testimony as
well as historical research will serve as the basis of this revelation.
This investigation will review the writings of individuals who have been dead for
over one hundred and fifty years as well as evidence from that period. It does not seek to
justify the war on either side, but merely to dust off the forgetfulness of a century and a
half to reveal the lives of those young men and what it was like to be a male student in
the South in the period prior to the Civil War. It will be an interesting journey as
evidences are reviewed and existing ideologies challenged. In the end, the facts will
ii

stand for themselves and the readers will be left to interpret the findings on their own.
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CHAPTER I- AN OVERVIEW OF MISSISSIPPI HISTORY
Early History
Two hundred years ago, Mississippi rose from territorial status to be admitted into
the Union1, which, at that time, was a newly-formed, expanding democracy. This frontier
region began along the river that bore its name and the coast which had been explored by
Europeans for hundreds of years.2 Through the process of time and effort, it became the
state it is today. Mississippi’s rise to prominence and statehood has not been without
problem, but the state has overcome obstacles to become what it is, a people that are both
proud of their history and the men and women who helped it achieve this status. This is
the story of those individuals and, in particular, the educational efforts that guided their
journey. In an effort to tell of their educational pursuits, it centers on the story of the
oldest continuing institution of higher education in the state, Mississippi College as seen
through the eyes of the youth who attended there and focuses on the period just prior to
the Civil War of the United States of America.
To understand fully the history of Mississippi, one must traverse to a time before
its status as a state, a time of piney woods and swampy delta. Mississippi had long been
inhabited by native Indians before the expeditions of explorers like DeSoto and
d’Iberville. Most noted of these tribes were the Choctaw and Chickasaw, but there were
many others whose existence is still found in the names of places like Tunica and Biloxi.3

1

Mississippi History. (Mississippi History, 2019) www.destination360.com/northamerica/us/mississippi/history
2

Ibid.

3

United States History: Mississippi. https://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h1912.html

1

These tribes had existed for thousands of years without interference from outsiders and
would have continued to do so had it not been for the greed that drove European
colonization. But, the powers of Europe would not leave them alone and these Indians
were to suffer much at the hands of the western Europeans who came to take what had
been their property for millennia.4
For Mississippi, European exploration began with DeSoto’s foray in the sixteenth
century. In this expedition, he traversed both Alabama and Mississippi and experienced
both the land and the people groups who inhabited the area. He later died near Ferriday,
Louisiana and his body was buried in the waters of the river he had explored .5 Later,
Pierre Le Moyne d’Iberville, the French-Canadian explorer, established a fort near
present-day Biloxi, cementing French presence in the southern region of Mississippi for
the following decades.6 After that, this portion of the gulf coast swung between French,
Spanish, and English ownership depending on the international climate and the
conflicting treaties that each of these imposed on the Native American population and the
settlers already established in the area.7
For this narrative, the research begins at the time when the United States had
taken possession of what would become the state of Mississippi (1798) and was in the
process of wresting it from the Native Americans and partitioning it between Mississippi

4

United States History: Mississippi. https://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h1912.html

5

History.com Editors, Hernando de Soto (History, 2018)
https://www.history.com/topics/exploration/hernando-de-soto
6

Higginbotham, Jay, Pierre Le Moyne d'Iberville: French-Canadian Soldier and Explorer
(Encyclopedia Britannica, 2019) https://www.britannica.com/biography/Pierre-Le-Moyne-dIberville
7
United States History: Mississippi. https://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h1912.html
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and Alabama. It will look primarily at the development along the Mississippi river and
the agrarian life that sprang from that colonization.
Natchez
The city that is now known as Natchez was founded as Fort Rosalie in 1716. This
outpost was set up as a French trading post founded to meet the needs of fur trappers and
traders on the Mississippi River.8 Primarily men would travel downstream from the
Mississippi basin and sell their goods at Natchez. Those of the Tennessee and
Cumberland valleys would then return home over the Natchez Trace,9 an overland route
long-used by the Native Americans and migratory animals, such as bison. This trace, or
overland system of trails, bisected the land that would become the states of Mississippi
and Alabama and ended near Nashville after crossing the Tennessee Valley. The inland
routes of the waterways and this overland route through the hills served as the only
means for many people of European descent to see and experience the interior of
Mississippi, a land at that time occupied by Native Americans. However, “progress”
loomed on the horizon as Americans from multiple European origins sought to dissect the
continent for their purposes. Eventually, the American colonists who were forming the
United States would win in this race for the Mississippi frontier, but many historical
events would take place prior to Mississippi's statehood which are not important to this
overall thesis. It is enough to mention the victors and their incorporation of, first the

8

Waldrop,Christopher. Fort Rosalie (Mississippi Encyclopedia, 2018)
http://mississippiencyclopedia.org/entries/fort-rosalie/
9

Tracing the Journey of Southern Discovery (Natchez Trace Parkway Association, 2019)
natcheztrace.org/category/history-of-the-natchez-trace/

3

territory, and then the state, into the Union and how these early pioneers helped to form
the overall educational landscape of the state.
By act of Congress, Mississippi became an official state of the Union on
December 10, 1817.10 Many things had transpired in the nineteen years of her being a
territory of the United States, but it was not until there were vast tracts of land ceded by
the Choctaw in the treaty at Doaks Stand in 1820 that land agents moved inland in an
attempt to make money and further cement the claim of American ownership.11 Through
the prospect of cheap land, not on the major rivers, these agents drew interested investors,
primarily white men, to the lands not connected directly to the river avenues. It would
later be on these cheap lands that the continuing institutions of higher education would be
built.
Steamboats had been plying the waters of the Mississippi since 181112, a mere
eight years after Fulton's unveiling of his prototype on the Hudson River.13 Before
steam powered boats, trade had been predominately down the Mississippi River, flowing
with the current as it made its way southward to the Gulf. With the advent of the
steamboat, travel upstream, of both passenger and goods, increased. Planters were then
able to both buy and sell by means of the river and each plantation resembled a spaghetti

10

Mississippi History. (Mississippi History, 2019) www.destination360.com/northamerica/us/mississippi/history
11
The Treaty Of Doak's Stand Is Signed. (World History Project, 2019)
https://worldhistoryproject.org/1820/10/18/the-treaty-of-doaks-stand-is-signed
12

History of Steamboats on the Mississippi. Mississippi River Cruises.
https://www.mississippiriverinfo.com/history-of-steamboats-on-the-mississippi-river/
13

Biography of Robert Fulton, Inventor of the Steamboat. Thought.co.
https://www.thoughtco.com/robert-fulton-steamboat-4075444
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strip, long and narrow in its shape, as it reached from the rich soil inland to a loading
dock on the river 14

.15
Figure 1: Plantation Layout Along the Mississippi River: Natchez to New Orleans
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History of Steamboats on the Mississippi. Mississippi River Cruises.
https://www.mississippiriverinfo.com/history-of-steamboats-on-the-mississippi-river/
15

Cajun Country: People.uwec.edu.
https://people.uwec.edu/ivogeler/w188/Cajun%20country/photos/lauramap.jpg
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The Trace was still an avenue of return for some, but the River gained further
significance as steam allowed a northern return. It was along the routes of the River and
the Trace that this story emerges as each was tied indelibly to the trade that fueled their
use. And, it was along the inland route of the Trace, that education developed, primarily
from the small merchants and families that worked the soil.16
Clinton
Clinton, a village which sprang up along the Natchez Trace, was the location of
one of the abiding educational institutions of Mississippi. However, Clinton was not
always known by that name.17 This small town in central Mississippi began as a
plantation located near the crossing of a military road from Jackson and Vicksburg and
the Trace. It expanded from the plantation into a town and then a small city of
prominence. The area became known as “Robinson Spring,” and was named after
Raymond Robinson, who bought over fifteen hundred acres for $1. 25 per acre and
moved to the area.18 Not situated near the Mississippi River, the lands of this area were
not as highly in demand as those along the Mississippi or other navigable tributaries. But
the military road did run through the area, crisscrossing the Trace, and opened another
avenue of transportation to the river only forty miles away. All of this happened in the
period leading up to 1830 when a railroad was started to cover the same terrain.19 With

16

Howell, Walter. Town and Gown: the Saga of Clinton and Mississippi College (Walter Howell
Book, 2014) page 16.
17

Ibid.

18

Ibid, page 11

19

Martin, Charles E. Mississippi College with Pride: A History of Mississippi College18262004.(Mississippi College, 2007) page 6.
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these avenues all converging on this one favorable spot, Clinton became a hub of
transportation and a center of the land trade and profitable farming.20
Mississippi College
Less than ten years after Mississippi became a state, the citizens of this small
"Robinson Springs" crossroad came together to form an academy for the growing
population, even before the crossroads became known as Clinton.21 They settled on the
name, Hampstead Academy, presumably for its association to “Hampstead Heath, an area
close to London, England.22 There is simply no other association with Hampstead Heath
other than an assumption made by Dr. Howell in his work. This early Mississippi
academy was unique in that it allowed female students to enroll and was arguably, the
first co-educational academy in the United States to award a Baccalaureate degree to a
woman (1831).23 This early academy was not unlike others in that a board of local men
formed the school and then oversaw it.24 It was unique for the period in that it held no
denominational ties in its beginning.25 It would later go on to hold affiliation with the

20

Howell, Walter. Town and Gown: the Saga of Clinton and Mississippi College (Walter Howell
Book, 2014) page 16.
21

22

Ibid, page 16.
Ibid, page 15.

23

Martin, Charles E. Mississippi College with Pride: A History of Mississippi College18262004.(Mississippi College, 2007) page 14.
24
25

Ibid, pages 7-8.
Ibid, page 11.
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Presbyterian, Methodist and Baptist denominations, but at its inception was free from
sectarian influence.26
The school was founded in 1825, with the board meeting and preliminary steps
being taken, but did not open its doors for students until 1826.27 The student population
was small, as with most start-up programs, but progressively grew as the school became
known. As with many programs of this era, the school constantly faced financial
struggle. It was primarily due to this hardship that the academy later sought
denominational affiliation in an appeal for both finances and students.28 The name was
also changed during this period to Mississippi College, perhaps for the same reasons.29
Mississippi College was first adopted by the Methodist church and later the
Presbyterians. Neither of these organizations held the academy for a long period of time
due to the financial constraints that the school placed on the denominations respectively.
By 1850, the board, still somewhat independent in nature, was willing to give the school
to anyone who would take it and preserve its continuity. The independent Baptist
churches of the Mississippi convention, by this time, had flirted with many start-up
schools, but had not thrown their combined support behind a single effort. They had
discussed the need for several years, as evidenced through their annual reports, but as a

26

Ibid, pages 12- 13.

27
Howell, Walter. Town and Gown: the Saga of Clinton and Mississippi College (Walter Howell
Book, 2014) pages 14-15.
28

Martin, Charles E. Mississippi College with Pride: A History of Mississippi College18262004.(Mississippi College, 2007) pages 12-13.
29

Howell, Walter. Town and Gown: the Saga of Clinton and Mississippi College (Walter Howell
Book, 2014) page 15.

8

denomination had not committed themselves.30 When Mississippi College was offered
to them, basically free of charge, they voted to endorse the effort, but pledged no money
toward the school, stating that they would back it, but the school must hold its own in
financial matters.31
Early on, the Baptist denomination appointed “agents” to go among the churches,
promoting the school and collecting pledges for its support.32 Both individuals and
churches supported the college in this manner, and collecting funds for the school was
truly at a grass-roots level. The school charged tuition, but as in any institution of higher
education, additional support was needed. Therefore, it was through these “agents” that
revenue was generated for the support of the college, as well as keeping the school before
the people as an option for their sons. And, it is important to note, as the Baptists took
over, the school eliminated the co-educational aspect of its curriculum and became solely
dedicated to education of the young men!3334
Early years of Baptist leadership saw an influx of young men coming to the
school to take part in its preparatory school as well as its college courses. These
preparatory years were the equivalent of the American high school, which would emerge

30

Martin, Charles E. Mississippi College with Pride: A History of Mississippi College18262004.(Mississippi College, 2007) pages 12-13.
31

Minutes of the 14th Anniversary of the Convention of the Baptist Denomination of the State of
Mississippi, 1850, page 27.
32

Ibid, page 27.

33

Minutes of the 15th Anniversary of the Convention of the Baptist Denomination of the State of
Mississippi, 1851, page 17.
34

McLemore, Richard, and MaLemore, Nannie P. The History of Mississippi College (Hederman
Brothers, 1979) page 60.

9

later in history to prepare students for college. These were the “Cotton Years” of the
South leading up to the Civil War and more wealthy white families were able to send
their sons to the college and to support the school with pledges through the
denominational agents. As the young men came, however, a new problem arose. The
school had been founded primarily as a local effort, but now, increasingly drew students
from a broader geographical background. This was good, but Mississippi College had no
dormitories for these students.35 To accommodate them, families often took in students
in boarding house fashion to allow them to attend the lectures and coursework associated
with their academic pursuits. The college advertised that “We find it easy to obtain
rooms and boarding in private families for all our students.”36 This partnership between
school and community truly formed a Town and Gown relationship at Mississippi
College during these years that has lasted until the present.
One of the ironic things about the college and its Baptist affiliation was that
Mississippi College was adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention before there was a
Baptist Church in Clinton.37 There were other denominational churches in town, but the
Baptists had no direct ties in the area. However, after the Convention adopted the school,
efforts were made to begin a congregation in the town and shortly thereafter the First
Baptist Church was organized with ten members. Initially, the Baptist church met on the
school property, and a school chapel was erected which accommodated both the school

35

Catalog of the Officers and Students of Mississippi College (Mississippi College, 1860) page

29.
36

Ibid. page 29.

37

McLemore, Richard, and McLemore, Nannie P. The History of Mississippi College (Hederman
Brothers, 1979) page 69.
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and the church.38 It was not until 1860 that the church and the college built the chapel
that would serve both the church and the school.39 Most educational efforts of that time
would start a school in the church house, and expand to other buildings as the school
grew, but First Baptist of Clinton did just the opposite. There was nothing inappropriate
about this action, but it does denote the close ties that the school held with the local
church at Clinton and with the denominational beliefs as a whole.
A high degree of religious conformity was expected from those who attended
Mississippi College.40 A chapel service was a regular part of the early curriculum, and
attendance was mandatory. All the young men were expected to conduct themselves in
proper moral fashion and refrain from the temptations of card playing and the nearby
saloons.41 Their fostering families were supposed to give ample guardianship to the
young men who had traveled far to attend the college.42 Wholesome clubs and activities
were arranged for extracurricular time to occupy the young men and keep them from any
mischief that might attract their attention. Parents often accompanied their sons to school
at the beginning of the year to ensure that proper oversight was in place before the school
year began. Money was allotted and responsibility expected from the young men who

38

Ibid. Page 69
Martin, Charles E. Mississippi College with Pride: A History of Mississippi College18262004.(Mississippi College, 2007) page 33.
39

40

Catalog of the Officers and Students of Mississippi College (Mississippi College, 1860) pages

32- 33.
41

McLemore, Richard, and McLemore, Nannie P. The History of Mississippi College (Hederman
Brothers, 1979) pages 68-69.
42

Catalog of the Officers and Students of Mississippi College (Mississippi College, 1860) page

29.
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attended Mississippi College.43 A special act of the State Legislature forbade the local
merchants of Clinton from dealing with the students of the college unless the purchases
were paid for in cash at the time of obtaining them.44 By doing so, the school sought to
maintain the moral character of the student and preserve the name of the school. One of
the special things about Mississippi College was that it was one of the earliest schools
started in the state of Mississippi and the fact that it survives until the present.45 Along
the way, it produced the first female baccalaureate degree in the nation from a
coeducational institution.4647 And, it did not close during the American Civil War, with
the campus being occupied at times by both Confederate and Union troops.48

43

Ibid. page 28

44
McLemore, Richard, and McLemore, Nannie P. The History of Mississippi College (Hederman
Brothers, 1979) pages 68-69.
45

Weathersby, William Hennington, A History of Educational Legislation in Mississippi from
1798 to 1860. The University of Chicago Press. Chicago. 1921 p. 129-161
46

McLemore, Richard, and McLemore, Nannie P. The History of Mississippi College (Hederman
Brothers, 1979) page 12.
47

Mississippi College: The Early Years. https://www.mc.edu/about/history/early-years

48

McLemore, Richard, and McLemore, Nannie P. The History of Mississippi College (Hederman
Brothers, 1979) page 77.
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CHAPTER II- JUSTIFICATION FOR RESEARCH
In this section, a review of the literature surrounding the history of higher
education in the state of Mississippi, a review of theoretical perspectives, and a
justification of the work will be presented. By presenting a historical overview as given
through the literature, a framework for the mindset of the antebellum period can be
established. Theoretical perspectives assist in understanding what was taking place at the
time and the value system that supported their actions. When taken together, a better
understanding of higher education in the state and the individuals who took part in that
era will be gained.
Terms
There are two terms that need to be presented in the beginning of this justification
that will be reflected time and again within this work. These are the terms of
"presentism" and "cultural relativism." Presentism is an “attitude toward the past
dominated by present-day attitudes and experiences."49 Simply put, individuals judge the
past by the standards of the present. Cultural relativism refers to the idea that the “values,
knowledge, and behavior of people must be understood within their own cultural
context."50 It will be important as the past is revealed throughout this paper to observe it
in light of the contextual clues of that era and not the present. The evils of slavery and
the defiance of the Native American populations present in that time were atrocities that
would be judged harshly by the standards of the present. But, to understand that time and

49

Meriam-Webster. Presentism. https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/presentism

50

Cole, Nikki L. The Definition of Cultural Relativism in Sociology. ThoughtCo.
https://www.thoughtco.com/cultural-relativism-definition-3026122
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the mindset of the people, an investigation into the literature of that era and about that era
is justified.
Review of Literature
Little has been written about the history of higher education in Mississippi and
even less about denominational schools. The Baptist denomination has even less
information written than other denominational schools. Therefore, the focus of this thesis
will surround Mississippi College, the students who attended the college and the student
life from the time that the Baptists accepted the educational leadership in 1850 until the
Civil War. Unique to Mississippi College was a group of young men that were formed as
a company of riflemen to go and fight the war and a particular young man who joined
this company. This thesis will attempt to reveal this story, the story of the college, and
present a sample of student life from this era as represented by one young man who
joined this company. In doing so, a rich description of student life at the college will be
presented and a picture of student life, in general, from this era and place.
Mississippi College is unique in that it serves to represent a denominational
school, a co-educational institution (at one point prior to Baptist control), and a school
that stayed open during the conflict of the Civil War.5152

Through archival research and

historical evidence, the story of college life at Mississippi College will emerge and in
particular show the life of a young, male student of that era.

51

Martin, Charles E. Mississippi College with Pride: A History of Mississippi College18262004.(Mississippi College, 2007) page 17.
52

Ibid. page 18.
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Very little has been written about Mississippi College. Some archival material
exists in the library at Mississippi College, but only three works (not peer reviewed)
about the school itself have been written. The oldest of these was written by Richard
Aubrey McLemore and his wife in response to the school’s Sesquicentennial year (197576).53 The History of Mississippi College was his labor of love. His affection for the
school is evident as seen by the work that he began, and his wife finished, in the wake of
Dr. McLemore’s untimely death. Later, Dr. Charles E. Martin took it upon himself to
research, outline, and then write another history of the school, Mississippi College with
Pride; A History of Mississippi College 1826 – 2004.54 This work was also finished by
Dr. Martin’s family after his death. The dedication that these two families showed their
loved ones by continuing their works, shows the degree of commitment they had both to
their loved ones and the school as well. Walter Howell completed a history in 2014 that
combined the commitment of the community with the continuity of the school. His work,
Town and Gown, The Saga of Clinton and Mississippi College, interlaced the foundations
of the community while showing the inception of the school and their generational
growth together.55 None of these books, however, could be said to be the definitive
work when considering the beginnings of the college and early student life there.
However, there are no others. It will be an attempt of this dissertation to piece together a

53

McLemore, Richard Aubrey and Nannie Pitts McLemore. The History of Mississippi College
(Hederman Brothers, 1979) Preface.
54

Martin, Charles E. Mississippi College with Pride (Mississippi College, 2007) Preface.

55

Howell, Water Town and Gown: The Saga of Clinton and Mississippi College (Walter Howell
Books, 2014) Preface.
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narrative from these informative works while consulting primary sources from archives
around the South.
Other books and scholarly articles have been consulted to formulate an accurate
picture of what was happening in Mississippi and at Mississippi College during this
period. W. J. Cash's Mind of the South lends a multitude of information on topics ranging
from the gentry to yeomen farmers and from regional examples to national opinions. The
Southern class system is detailed thoroughly in his work as are his views on racism and
slavery. Equally important is Bertram Wyatt-Brown's Southern Honor and Honor and
Violence in the Old South. Ancient codes of honor are viewed in both works and the two
lend a great deal of information describing the mindset and values of differing social
classes at that time. C. Vann Woodward's The Burden of Southern History depicts that
era's southern identity and distinctions. Carl R. Osthaus's article The Work Ethic of the
Plain Folk: Labor and Religion in the Old South was extremely helpful in relation to the
ideologies of Max Weber and how his theory ties into the southern landscape with its
close ties to protestant work ethic and the drive of the yeoman farmers during the period
leading up to the Civil War. All of these and others were consulted to gain an overview
of that period of time that is both accurate and informative.
In the overall search for information, this author has visited the archives of
Mississippi College (MC), William Carey University (WCU), The University of Southern
Mississippi (USM), Southeastern Louisiana University (SELU) and Louisiana State
University (LSU) in a quest for information concerning the school and the student-focus
of this paper. Historical sketches have been obtained from each of these and others such
as the East Feliciana Parish Court house. East Feliciana Parish was visited as well as the
16

church grounds of the Hepzibah Baptist Church and the family cemetery of the Jackson’s
and White’s in the eighth ward of East Feliciana Parish. Church records from the era
have been scoured in an attempt to piecemeal a comparison of relevant information so
that a story might emerge which would do justice to these characters who lived so many
years ago. Let it be said that this work does not seek to glorify the sins of the past nor, on
the other hand, condemn those who lived them. An attempt is warranted, however, to tell
their story to derive what lessons may be learned from the past. And, in so doing, may
the reader be enhanced with a richer, fuller description of the lives that contributed to this
era of Mississippi history.
Theoretical Perspectives: Max Weber's Protestant Work Ethic
The mindset and practices of the South at the height of the "Cotton Economy"
could also be viewed sociologically from the theoretical vantage point of Max Weber's
Protestant Work Ethic. This would be especially true among the yeomen farmers and
small business owners of that period even though it would not apply to the plantocracy,
those of the planter elite. Even though Weber would not be born until 1864,56 the
research he conducted and the data he examined centered on the rise of the Protestant
denominations of Germany and their burgeoning financial success after the Protestant
Reformation. As a part of the Protestant Reformation, these conservative thinkers urged
their followers to work hard, spend little and to avoid the pleasures of life, thus
accumulating a surplus.57 A good example of this is found in the writings of a
Confederate named John Fletcher as given by Carl R. Osthaus
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"Faced with the prospect of imminent departure to serve in the Confederate army.
North Carolina farmer John Fletcher Flintoff instructed his family on life and faith
in his diary entry of March 10, 1864: "I desire that you live on the premises I
leave you and work the land to make your support—Rember [sic] my Father was
a poor man—He was not able to leave his children anything to start upon the
journey of life but I leave you 217 acres of land, 7 negroes, 3 good horses, 6 head
of cattle 15 hogs and wagons, house & kitchen well furnished, plantation tools,
etc.—a years supply of everything—I exhort you to be industrious, kind,
persevering, thoughtful, economical, love and serve God and good to each other."'
Fortunately, the forty-year-old Flintoff saw only local service, survived the
war, and lived into the new century, all the while living as he preached, by hard
work and through love of family and God. As the postwar years passed, his estate
grew, revealing, he believed, God's favor in his ability to work for his children
and their families and help them through their "journey of life."58
Osthaus correctly tied the ideology of this southern yeoman farmer, who had
worked both in Mississippi and North Carolina, with Weber's idea of the "Protestant
Work Ethic."59 Under some Protestant theologies emerging from the Reformation, work
was a badge of honor, a practical service to God and exhibited in everyday life.60 This
work ethic, coupled with the ideology of Calvinistic predestination (the belief system
where mankind is already predestined to heaven or hell by God)61 helped to link the
productivity of work with the blessing of God and showed God's favor with the ones He
has elected for eternal reward. Weber argued "that this mentality encouraged people to
work hard for personal gain; after all, why should one help the unfortunate if they were
already damned? Over time, the Protestant work ethic spread and became the foundation
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for capitalism."62 This doctrine reflected the passages of the Bible which directed that if a
man did not work, that he should not even be allowed to eat63 and that a man was
responsible for supplying the needs of his family64 and helping first, those closest to him
and those of his faith.65 It wasn't just smart to work and save, it was godly. The aftermath
of this Protestant trend was still in effect during Weber's day and directly affected
Weber's life through his mother's side of the family. It would later become one of the
major focuses of his work and a large part of his legacy.66
To turn Weber's sociological lens on the American South, especially its class of
yeomen farmers and small businessmen, would not be inappropriate. This class of people
were predominately protestant,67 and as such believed in hard work. They worked hard,
worked their families hard, if they had slaves, they worked them hard, and folded profits
back into the enterprise of the farm or family business.68 These were not the planter elite
who collected great profits and spent heavily at the end of the harvest. These were the
small businessmen and yeomen farmers who made up the bulk of the white population in
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the South. Of these farmers, these were those who bought their land cheap, cleared it,
and then eked out a living by clearing the land they had and planting more with each
passing year. The family farm (and the family business) was often passed from
generation to generation with improvements made during each member's tenure. As a
part of Weber's ideology, workers labored simply because they believed in hard work.69
Six days work and one day rest was biblical principle.70 A matter of pride was also
involved in the display of a farm that was well-run and neat in its appearance. Barns and
fields were maintained because it improved economy, but also because it was the moral
thing to do. Under the principles of the Bible, work was expected and, in these situations,
there was always plenty to do.
By the time of the "Cotton Economy," the region of Louisiana and Mississippi
had experienced such sufficient progress that these yeomen farmers and small business
owners were accumulating small amounts of wealth. They were not of the Planter Elite
who sent their sons abroad for education, but they were not dirt poor and could afford to
send their sons away for some formal education. The institutions this class were
interested in were not the educational halls of Europe, but rather the home-grown
institutions that were close at hand. These were the schools that they, and others like
them, had developed from the ground up, soliciting administrators and teachers from the
eastern seaboard to fulfil this frontier need. This education was not viewed as Largess. It
was not an imported luxury of Europe or a multi-level edifice on the banks of the
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Mississippi. These institutions often began as a grass-roots effort and utilized churches
and other buildings that lay dormant for the better part of the week. These educational
efforts were often viewed as an investment, a break from the family farm or business and
a way for the family to experience vicarious success through their offspring as these
young men branched beyond the rigors and incessant labor tied to the land and the local
business. Formal education was a badge of success. A family invested in their child, not
only for his/her sake, but for the sake of the family. Under the social constructs of the
South, one of the children, usually a male, was sent away with the idea of bettering the
family as a whole. Education was viewed as cultural progress and an expression of what
this pioneer class could do working together.71
Theoretical Perspectives: Hegemonic Masculinity and Patriarchy
Hegemonic masculinity is a relatively new term that has been recently used to
explain man's historical dominance over women.72 The term "hegemony" was coined by
Antonio Gramsci, a Marxist, who derived the term to explain the power struggles that
have existed throughout time. This word, when combined with the masculine gender is
used to denote the patriarchal position in relation to power and power structures.73 The
term might seem inappropriate in the continuum of time as Gramsci, Connell, and others
who have used these terms were all born after the time-frame of this discussion.
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However, even when the term was not yet born, nor the idea discussed in sociological
fashion, the practice of male dominance has been the custom throughout most of history,
and there is no better example of this than the American South.
Sociologically speaking, hegemonic masculinity is similar to patriarchy and the
terms are used interchangeably. Patriarchy is "a social organization marked by the
supremacy of the father in the clan or family, the legal dependence of wives and children,
and the reckoning of descent and inheritance in the male line."74
According to Connell, hegemonic masculinity involves three elements that are
critical to the social construct of being male. These three are: (1) an emphasis and
deference by males towards heterosexuality, (2) an understanding that females are the
paradoxical opposite of males, and (3) the idea of male physical dominance as important,
with stature and physique playing a major part, even ordinally among men.75 Bertram
Wyatt-Brown in his work Honor and Violence in the Old South practically mirrors the
wording of Connell when he says, "The following elements were crucial in the
formulation of Southern evaluations of conduct: (1) honor as immortalizing valor,
particularly in the character of revenge against familial and community enemies; (2)
opinion of others as an indispensable part of personal identity and gauge of self-worth;
(3) physical appearance and ferocity of will as signs of inner merit; and (4) defense of
male integrity and mingled fear and love of women."76 As seen here, practically every
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element of Connell's ideology are seen in Wyatt-Brown's reflection of the South. Males
were expected to be manly, and as such were compared and ranked among other men.
These were in competition for the attention and affection of women. A man's honor
played an important part in his social order and acceptance and no self-respecting man (or
male becoming a man) would allow that honor to be challenged.
To understand the South, especially in the Antebellum period, it is important to
understand that it was a male-dominated society. In W. J. Cash's The Mind of the South,
chapter 2 is dedicated "Of the Man at the Center," and deals with just that; the fact that
man was at the center of the southern landscape during the antebellum period.77 This is
not to say that women were unimportant or ignored, but does emphasize that it was a
patriarchal society and that man was very much at the center of attention. Women were
expected to keep their opinions to themselves, to not involve themselves in matters of the
law, be chaste- but prolific in matters of reproduction within the family, and administer
the daily household chores that befell them.78 By modern standards, this was an unreal
assignment for the women of that day but, regrettably was the norm in not only the South,
but in many areas throughout the world. Women simply did not have the same rights at
this time and juncture enjoyed by the women of today. Companionate marriage would
have to await changes in women's property rights, prospects of decent employment for
wives and mothers, and culture devoted to egalitarian principles generally. Until then,
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the feminine ethic had to encourage submission to reality."79 Men stood at the center of
politics, business and family. For many, even education was solely dedicated to the male
population, with females receiving only rudimentary education at the local level. This
was especially true in the rural south where a girl was fortunate to be allowed enough
time away from the rigors of life to learn to read. Higher education was almost unheard
of for these young women as they stood in the shadows cast by their brothers and male
counterparts.
This ties into the overall theme of this work by showing that in a male dominated
society, the attention of education was focused primarily on the male population. WyattBrown states:
"For the small but influential number who attended college, honor was an
unannounced part of the curriculum, both in the classroom, as a subject revealed
in the classics mentioned earlier, and in the doings of the boys (note: the male
only is mentioned) themselves. College students in those days were much
younger than they would be in the twentieth century, and therefore the pranks and
scrapes had an adolescent, even childish character. William J. Grayson recalled
how at South Carolina College, President Thomas Cooper, in heavy Irony, used to
address the students at postchapel [sic] assemblies. He called them "young
gentlemen," knowing full well how inapplicable the term was in light of the
previous night's off-campus frolic. At such times, Grayson fondly remembered,
"the heart of the boy glows with generous pride at being treated as a gentleman,"80
In dealing with southern thought of this time period, to say that educational
concerns were only for young males would be erroneous. However, there is an
overwhelming amount of evidence to support the belief that educational pursuits, in the
southern states of America, were predominately reserved for the males.
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CHAPTER III- THE SOUTHERN WAY OF LIFE
The Southern Mindset Concerning Slavery
To properly understand the content of this research, it will be important to
understand the mindset of the South prior to the Civil War and the motives that propelled
them in both the issues of slavery and their subsequent build up to war. The South, for
some time, had been a predominately agrarian society due to the long growing seasons
and abundance of land along the river flood plains. Plants such as cane, indigo, tobacco
and cotton had fueled the economy and, in many ways, became the means of propulsion
that had lifted individuals out of poverty and into a life of ease.81 Their "ease" had not
been without burden to others. To produce these crops, slave labor or indentured
servitude had long been used as the cheap means of producing these money crops. The
Southern "American Dream" had become to obtain land cheaply, clear it, plant and
produce products as quickly as possible and count the profits. If one could afford them,
slaves were simply the mechanization that did all of the above through the multiplied use
of simple tools.
Slavery had been in America since 1619 when a Dutch ship brought 20 slaves to
Jamestown, Virginia.82 And, by the time of the Civil War, the practice of slavery had
continued in both the North and the South for over two hundred years. Although no
direct mention of slavery was made in the Declaration of Independence nor the United
States Constitution, allusions to freedom for all and the 3/5ths provision of the
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Constitution called into question the equity and justice that would fester for fourscore and
seven years and then erupt as an issue in the Civil War. Slavery was unjust, but the South
continued to justify its use long after the North had abandoned it, simply because of the
agrarian benefits. Slaves were bought and sold the same as horses, mules, and other
livestock: for their utilitarian purpose. These individuals were needed for the manual
labor they provided and no other reason. The fact that these slaves were human beings
did not appear on the tally sheets of southern planters. For many Americans of the
south, it was convenient to forget, "all men being created equally," if there was a profit
margin at the end of the day.
Southerners further justified their perspective on slavery by quoting Bible verses
they used to show God's support for their mindset. Passages such as First Corinthians 7:
20, "Art thou called being a servant? Care not for it: but if thou mayest be free, use it
rather. For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord’s freeman."83 These
and others were used to show that God was not altogether against the ideology of slavery,
and maybe even for it if the money was right as illustrated by southern pastors who chose
to side with the plantation owners. Through individual efforts and on the denominational
discussion floors, the national rift that existed over the slavery issue was reflected by the
denominational practices throughout the South. The Southern Baptist Convention, which
was founded at Augusta, Georgia in 1845, was a direct result of the "Southern" Baptists
being at odds with the Triennial Baptist Convention over the issue of slavery. The
contention was so sharp that the southern churches chose to leave the cooperative
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fellowship and go it alone.84 And, within the United Methodist Church, "by the 1830s,
strong anti-slavery sentiments had given way to grudging acceptance and silence on the
part of much of the church."85 Throughout the South, as many as 273 noted pastors,
preachers and lay speakers embraced the ideology of slavery as being biblically
acceptable and owned slaves themselves.86 To use a paradox from Christian theology, if
God is for it, who should be against it?87 With this kind of mentality, it is clear to see
how southern generations were indoctrinated on the issue of slavery, with the Bible being
used for this justification.
It is important to note that not all Southerners benefitted directly from slavery.
And, in Mississippi, the center of this research, that was most definitely the case.
"Slavery grew rapidly in Mississippi during the decades before the Civil War. By 1860,
its Black slave population was well over 430,000 while there were only 350,000 Whites
in the state. Yet, most Whites were not slaveholders and even those who did have slaves
— other than plantation owners — had less than ten."88 However, the prevailing mindset
not only allowed slavery as an institution but even upheld it. State laws and local
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practice all favored the institution and reinforced its practice through the force of law.
Laws protecting the rights of owners to their "property" and miscegenation laws and antieducational laws prohibiting the mixing of the races and the education of slaves were all
geared towards upholding slavery, even if slavery was not practiced by the majority.
Most southern states adopted slave laws based on the South Carolina Code of 1712.89
These laws specified what was expected by the slave owners and the punishments meted
out for both slave and owner if the laws were not kept. It could be surmised that their
mindset of the South held slavery, and the riches to be had through the agrarian lifestyle,
as ideal. One need only exploit the efforts of another to better himself and those closest
to him.
Presentism in Regard to Slavery
Caution must be taken in the twenty-first century of guarding against
"presentism," the practice of judging the past with the standards of the present. The
owning of an individual by another can never be justified, but the practice of slavery at
that time in American history was considered normal and generally accepted throughout
the South and acknowledged throughout the North. Mississippi, for example, saw
slavery as an integral part of her identity and stated in its secession from the Union, "Our
position is thoroughly identified with the institution of slavery — the greatest material
interest of the world.”90 Even the northern population accepted the institution of slavery
and upheld it through decisions such as the Fugitive Slave Law of 1793 (signed by
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President George Washington),91the Dred Scott decision(1857),92 where an emancipated
slave was returned to his owner, and the persecution of the underground railroad. John
Brown's proposed uprising of African American slaves in 1859 was even suppressed by a
Lieutenant Colonel of the United States Army, Robert E. Lee.93 It is clear to see from
these examples that a distinct juxtaposition of contrasting roles dealt with the institution
of slavery. Washington, as President, signed the Fugitive Slave Act upholding slavery,
but then freed his slaves after his death.94 Lt. Col. Robert E. Lee upheld the laws of the
north by prosecuting the re-taking of Harper's Ferry only to resign at the outbreak of
hostilities and take a command for the Confederate States. Slavery was a complex
problem and the questions that originated from it could not, and would not be answered
with a simple solution.
Abolitionists from the northern states had gained strength throughout the
nineteenth century, but northern sentiment was somewhat captured in Lincoln's statement
to Horace Greely, “My paramount object in this struggle is to save the Union, and is not
either to save or to destroy slavery. If I could save the Union without freeing any slave I
would do it, and if I could save it by freeing all the slaves I would do it; and if I could
save it by freeing some and leaving others alone I would also do that."95 Empirical
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evidence is hard to obtain, but the Liberty party, which favored abolition, received only
2.3% of the vote in the election of 1844.96 For many in the north, slavery was a nonissue for the southern states to rectify. States such as Oregon, Illinois, Iowa and Indiana
passed non-settlement laws against blacks to keep their white laborers from competing
with freed blacks.97 For many of the north, racism centered more on political or
economic factors than morality.
For others of the North, slavery was a moral issue and one that needed to be dealt
with. Abolitionists such as John Brown and Frederick Douglas lived and died for the
civil rights of the African people. Women such as Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth
were effective in this cause too. Religious denominations helped to beat the fervor of the
Abolitionist cause, but few were prepared to go to war over the issue.98 There had been
on-going debate in Congress, but the supposed "States Rights" issue was primarily
wrapped around material interest and the economic measures that the North could impose
on the cotton barons of the South. Cotton was at an all-time high leading up to the Civil
War and the mills of Europe99 (and the North) could not get enough. The northern states
simply sought to add import tariffs to European goods, making the overall buying power
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of cotton go down, while southern planters lobbied to keep their profits as high as
possible. Over half of America's exports during the first sixty years of the nineteenth
century were raw cotton.100 The fact that there were relatively few planters of the South
compared to the overwhelming population of the North led the northern states to think
they could simply out-vote the southern states and add new tariffs that would hurt
them.101 The Compromise of 1850, worked out by Henry Clay, and other political
measures had preserved the Union for years, but the economic possibilities of further
taxing imports that would favor northern business and hurt the South and their lucrative
exports could not be ignored forever.102 If an issue had to be found, slavery, and the
horrors it imposed on its subjects, was the moral whip the North would use. But, for
researchers to say that slavery was "THE" issue or that states' rights was "THE" issue
simply miss the fact that these were players in the larger scenario of who would divide
the money. If more than half of United States exports were cotton, then the northern
states sought to protect their manufacturing by imposing tariffs on European goods which
either forced the South to accept their prices or pay more for imported counterparts. This
drove the price of cotton down on the international market and put money in the coffers
of the federal government.103 As long as Congress remained balanced, the southern states
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maintained some measure of egalitarianism in voting against northern measures to tax
them. If new "free" states were added, or, the population of the North increased, then
they were likely to lose the balance and experience higher tariffs resulting in their cotton
having less buying power on the international market.104
The "love of money" formed the basis of the issue and the cotton barons of the
South were getting rich. In 1850, One-half of the nineteen millionaires of America lived
in Natchez, Mississippi.105 There was a source of extensive revenue in the cotton fields
and the northern legislators eyed the possibilities as lustfully as present-day politicians
eye big business. They imposed unjust tariffs that hurt, not just the plantation owners,
but the small farmers too, as all produced cotton as a for their cash crop. The southern
planters and politicians were willing to manipulate the emotions of these yeomen farmers
using anything from states' rights to racial superiority to maintain their economic hold on
the cotton-field fortunes. The northern states were equally willing to use any method of
mass persuasion to evoke the emotions of their population. However, in respect to the
spirit of "presentism," slavery was simply a manipulative tool used by both sides to exact
the desired effects when it came to secession or unity. The real cause of resentment lay
in the tariffs imposed by the North to protect their manufacturing and drive the price of
cotton down on the international market. The South had been victim of this manipulation
by the North for the first half of the nineteenth century.
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Southern International Conduct
The South for some time had been trading with Europe, and England in particular,
in the cotton trade. In 1860, the eve of the American Civil War, cotton exports ranged
from 50-81 percent of the total of all United States exports depending on which source is
adhered to.106107 Cotton was "King" not just in the American South, but throughout the
economics of the American and European landscape.
By 1860, cotton ruled the South, which annually exported two-thirds of the world
supply of the "white gold." Cotton ruled the West and Midwest because each year
these sections sold $30 million worth of food supplies to Southern cotton
producers. Cotton ruled the Northeast because the domestic textile industry there
produced $100 million worth of cloth each year. In addition, the North sold to the
cotton-growing South more than $150 million worth of manufactured goods every
year, and Northern ships transported cotton and cotton products worldwide.108
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The economics behind cotton production had been influencing policy from 1794, when
Whitney invented the cotton gin110 until 1860, and southerners felt they should be in
control of at least some of the economics involved with cotton's destiny and not at the
mercy of the North. Southerners also felt that the production of cotton would also
automatically align British sympathy with their cause since three-fourths of all cotton
processed in the British textile industry originated in the American South.111 They
thought that England’s textile industry had to have their product, and to some degree
were accurate in their assessment. During the "Cotton Famine," which England
experienced in the latter period of the American Civil War, textile factories of England
shut down and many went unemployed creating a world economic crisis.112 The South
attempted to use cotton to their advantage throughout the war. They thought of
exploiting their production of cotton and, at one point, even imposed an embargo on the
sale of cotton to England during the war to ensure this shortage.113 The tactics of the
Confederacy were unsuccessful, if not downright hurtful to their cause as England
refused to enter the war on their side. The politicians of the South unsuccessfully played
their hand, partially because England had stockpiled cotton due to the record crop of
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1860114 and, partially because Jefferson Davis failed to realize that Europe really did fear
war with Lincoln and America.115 It is important to note that the South truly did need
help if they were to win their bid for independence and that their European trade partners
could have helped immensely. Yet the South overestimated their position and discounted
the resolve of the federal government to keep the Union intact. Their efforts at foreign
diplomacy lacked the needed finesse even though they tried so very hard to involve the
one thing that really could have made a difference: cotton.
One further factor that affected the overall position of the South was the feeling of
distrust towards a strong federal government. The overall concept of the "United" states
was that the individual states maintained sovereignty over their own interests but
conceded varying factors for trade and transportation under the United States
Constitution. This had been the ideology that had fueled the Revolution and banded the
original states together from the beginning. The Tenth Amendment to the Constitution
further granted the states the right to control anything not specified in the body of
Articles as they saw fit. "The powers not delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or
to the people."116 The South believed heavily in this and felt they should be the ones
deciding the issues of slavery, tariffs and the commerce laws that affected them. The
"State's Rights" issue is one that is often quoted as being a contributing factor in the war
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between the states. Even when organizing their own form of government, they chose the
less cohesive form of a confederacy. One need look only to the Articles of Confederation
which held the original 13 colonies together to realize the weakness of the term. These
Articles held the original thirteen states together, but it was quickly noted that something
more substantial was needed, thereby facilitating the United States Constitution.117 The
Confederate States of America wanted less centralized government and stronger
sovereignty for the individual states and therefore adopted such a structure for their
union.
To further the ideology of states' rights, up until April 12, 1861 (when southern
forces fired upon Fort Sumter) each cadet at the United States Military Academy (West
Point) had been made to swear an oath of allegiance to his native state. The day after the
battle, Edwin Stanton, then United States Secretary of War, directed that all cadets
"swear feilty [fidelity] to the United States paramount to any other state, county or
political entity."118 The ideology of the "united" states was beginning to take priority
over state's rights and it must be remembered that this was Lincoln's primary concern
when it came to the war. It was not slavery. It was not trade. It was the preservation of
the Union.119
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Secession was not a new idea. South Carolina had threatened secession once
before during the years 1832-33 due to the "Abomination Tariff" that had been steadily
growing since 1816 in the United States. In this act, the United States government had
imposed up to a thirty-eight percent tax on ninety-two percent of the imported goods and
had proposed a tax of forty-five percent on agricultural exports from the South.120 This
act was made to protect northern manufactured goods that competed in the South with
foreign-made products. South Carolina vehemently opposed this imposition by northern
interests and set themselves to either nullify the action or secede from the Union. The
contention was so strong that Andrew Jackson, then President of the United States,
threatened to send federal troops to eliminate dissidents. President Jackson wrote, "the
tariff was only a pretext, and disunion and southern confederacy the real object. The next
pretext will be the negro, or slavery question."121 The conflict was so strong over the
federal government's actions that then Vice-President, John C. Calhoun from South
Carolina, resigned his office in protest. South Carolina remained in the Union, but only
for a time. Many felt that that South Carolina’s action was in keeping with the spirit of
the Declaration of Independence which stated,
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.—That to
secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their
just powers from the consent of the governed,—That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to
alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on
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such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem
most likely to affect their Safety and Health.122

The people of South Carolina, at that point in 1833, felt that the United States
government had become "destructive of these ends" towards their interests and by
"consent of the governed" sought to override the federal government by nullification of
their act. President Jackson attempted to remind them that they could not do so. South
Carolina had a mind of its own. It is interesting to note that South Carolina was the first
to secede from the Union just prior to the Civil War.123 Their loyalty had already been
called into question, and when opportunity arose after the election of 1860, they wasted
no time in withdrawing.
To further the thought of states' rights and the pride that went along with it,
military companies and brigades were often formed around general locations within a
state's boundaries. This research will deal primarily with the 18th Infantry Regiment of
Mississippi, the 14th Regiment of Mississippi and the Louisiana 4th Infantry Regiment as
they are the ones that directly affected the life of Silas White, the young recruit from
Mississippi College. These regiments were raised throughout the South beginning at a
local level and uniting into larger regional regiments. Throughout the North, this was a
common practice as well.124 Companies were formed, officers elected and ladies
auxiliaries initiated to support the local boys as they went off to war. As will be noticed
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within this research, a young man was either inducted into a local company or transferred
to a local company to be around the people he knew or to be under the protection of older
individuals from his area. Pride in one's state was, at that time, still a factor in the
military induction process. One's sense of honor was tied up in local pride and his ability
to stand before the people he knew as being of age and responsible for the social
constructs of his ethnic group. Young boys often falsified their age credentials to be
accepted. Older men sought by popular vote to attain some rank. The rich, and
sometimes the trained, obtained their rank by means of social standing. But local pride
and honor factored into all decisions. This is true of those who did not enlist as well.
There were enclaves of resistance throughout the South. Individuals and areas that were
loyal to the Union chose not to go. West Virginia, eastern Tennessee, the Free State of
Winston in Alabama125 and the Free State of Jones in Mississippi126 were all examples of
local sentiment that went contrary to the overall sentiment of the South. Men and boys of
these areas abstained from going due to their loyalty to the United States. Local honor
and acceptance played a huge role in those who joined and the regiments they associated
themselves with.
The Gentry
Much of what is portrayed of the antebellum South is depicted with a syrupy
drawl and images of plantations expanding toward the horizon. These images of
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southern life did exist, but it is important to note that their numbers are minuscule
compared to the overall white population. In the slave states, 10,781 slave owners owned
50 slaves or more. Although that number might sound enormous, it comprises only .13
percent of the total white population, or, less than 1 percent. To extend these statistics,
only 1,733 owned more than 100 or more slaves and were known as the Plantocracy.127
These were the elite plantation owners owning thousands of acres of land and collecting
the most extensive profits. Some of these owned plantations in multiple locations but
usually built an elaborate house at or near their main location.
The economic impact of this small percentage is significant, however. Within the
state of Mississippi, for example, just before the Civil War, six percent of the gentry who
owned land, received one-third of the overall revenue.128 These were the gentry that
often politicked and lobbied to keep their profits (and the profits of other cotton
producers) as high as possible. These were the ones who established great estates and
around whom the legends of that era were built. The gentry were the reference group for
that southern generation and set the idealistic parameters for the social, political and
economic measures by which individuals were judged. They were the upper strata of the
economic pyramid and were viewed with envy by those below.
The South prospered, but its wealth was very unequally distributed. Upward
social mobility did not exist for the millions of slaves who produced a good
portion of the nation’s wealth, while poor southern whites envisioned a day when
127
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they might rise enough in the world to own slaves of their own. Because of the
cotton boom, there were more millionaires per capita in the Mississippi River
Valley by 1860 than anywhere else in the United States. However, in that same
year, only 3 percent of whites owned more than fifty slaves, and two-thirds of
white households in the South did not own any slaves at all. Distribution of
wealth in the South became less democratic over time; fewer whites owned slaves
in 1860 than in 1840.129

Figure 3.
77

Percentage of Slaveholders in the South

Not all whites could have slaves, but they all could dream of having slaves and
the wealth associated with the planter class. "In the South, living the American dream
meant possessing slaves, producing cotton, and owning land."130 As wealth was
accumulated, the stately manor home could be constructed and competition initiated
within the upper echelons of for social position.
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Yeoman Farmers
As has been noted, not all whites had slaves. Roughly seventy-six percent did not
and many of these were simple yeoman farmers. "Yeoman farmers owned their own land
and typically grew corn, wheat, and vegetables and raised pork and chickens. They grew
what they needed and sold any surplus crops to make a profit. If the Plantation Owners
were the Upper Class of the Antebellum South then the Yeoman would be the Middle
Class of the South."131 This backwoods area away from the major avenues of water
transportation was "primarily the domain of the slave-less yeoman farmer, an area largely
devoid of cotton and the other subtropical cash crops. Grains, especially corn and wheat,
formed the backbone of the rural economy, supplemented in certain areas by tobacco and
hemp."132 These were primarily subsistence farmers who grew what they ate and had
little cash for frivolities. They usually purchased the land farthest from the river avenues
as it was less expensive. Their tracts of land were smaller and less productive than the
bottom land along the river and their crops had to be moved by wagon to the nearest rail
terminal or ferry landing depending on their location. Their daily life was a "dawn to
dusk" existence six days a week, with a Sabbath of rest on Sunday. This area was
primarily Protestant, and as such, reflected the protestant work ethic as noted by Max
Weber.133 These farmers worked hard, saved money and invested wisely. They usually
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had large families, which were for them, a system of indentured servitude with the
children working the land alongside their parents and with three generations often living
together. Land was passed from generation to generation without much change in the
family's overall social position. If one's father was a subsistence farmer, then the son
would most likely be as well.
Slaves were not as common in the areas away from the major rivers, but some of
the lesser planters did own a few. The mindset of the time was that slaves were an
investment to work the land, and the land of these yeomen farmers simply did not support
the kind of production to justify the investment. It was not that these farmers were
against owning slaves. In all, they supported the institution and upheld those who did
own slaves as is reflected in the laws and customs of the time. And it could be said that
the few who did own slaves were not unlike John Fletcher Flintoff of North Carolina
whose "work ethic, however, was shared by the masses of rural plain folk from whom he
had emerged- those who worked with their hands and performed field labor even though
some of them also benefitted from ownership of a small number of slaves."134 It was said
that these yeomen farmers were not considered "menial" in their labor because they did
the tasks for themselves. Even though they worked alongside their slaves, they were still
considered above the slaves simply because they owned them.
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Honor
There is one thing that must be mentioned when talking about the southern
mindset: honor. However, finding the origins of this honor and the reasons behind its
development can be elusive. This search is founded in the practices of the time.
Part of this code of honor can be found in the ancient practice of dueling. Dueling
began in the middle ages as a way of settling arguments among knights and combatants
and migrated with the westward expansion of settlers in the new world. By the
nineteenth century, the practice had all but died away in the northern parts of the United
States, but still survived in those of the south. If one felt his honor or the honor of his
family had been called into question, he could demand redress in the form of a duel.
Famous duels on the American continent involved names such as; Aaron Burr, Andrew
Jackson, Henry Clay, and Mark Twain.135 It is a historical fact that Abraham Lincoln
was once challenged to a duel (and accepted) although the duel was called off at the last
minute.136
A complicated code of honor among privileged white southerners, dictating the
beliefs and behavior of “gentlemen” and “ladies,” developed in the antebellum
years. Maintaining appearances and reputation was supremely important. It can
be argued that, as in many societies, the concept of honor in the antebellum South
had much to do with control over dependents, whether slaves, wives, or relatives.
Defending their honor and ensuring that they received proper respect became
preoccupations of whites in the slaveholding South. To question another man’s
assertions was to call his honor and reputation into question. Insults in the form of
words or behavior, such as calling someone a coward, could trigger a rupture that
might well end on the dueling ground. Dueling had largely disappeared in the
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antebellum North by the early nineteenth century, but it remained an important
part of the southern code of honor through the Civil War.137

Dueling continued into the Civil War and upheld the chivalrous code of honor.
The last noted duel in Kentucky occurred on May 8, 1862 between a city mayor and an
army Colonel over perceived slights made by the union officer. William Casto, the
mayor of Maysville, Kentucky wrote to Leonidis Metcalfe, “Having done me great wrong
under any circumstances, you cannot deny me…the satisfaction due from one gentleman
to another,”138 The "satisfaction" due "one gentleman to another" in this case, superseded
Kentucky law and US Army Regulation. Honor had been violated and satisfaction
demanded. It is interesting to note that the mayor's demand for satisfaction cost him his
life.
Another factor influencing the southern code of honor was the liberal arts
education that was available at the time. This was available to the upper echelons of
planters and middle-class citizens, but they were the reference group for lower classes
and the population at large. Education was steeped in tales of valor and honor and it was
a common practice for schools such as Mississippi College, in Clinton, Mississippi, to
include a complete study of the classics within the scope of their curriculum. The young
men were expected to uphold a proper and honorable presence both at school and within
the surrounding community. It was not uncommon for schools to demand this of their
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students, especially sectarian schools such as Mississippi College. Disciplinary measures
as well as the rules were spelled out for the students so that there would be no question
before arrival nor dispute upon their dismissal over what the expectations were for the
young men while on campus or in the Clinton community.139 Most of the following
would turn youth of today away from an institution of higher learning, but, for this era,
moral fiber was expected in the students from both the institution and the parents sending
their children off to school.

Figure 4. Mississippi College Handbook, 1860
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Colleges, preparatory schools and educational institutions were not then bastions of
liberal ideology and freedom. Young men and women were expected to go to school to
become better, more noble citizens. If this could not be instilled in these youth, then they
were sent home in disgrace. The students of Mississippi College were expected to avoid
vulgar language, cards, billiards, gambling, being out at night, smoking and spitting,
firearms, noisy demeanor, serenading girls, and trespassing on the property of others.
Appropriate disciplinary measures were to be meted out on those who did. The catalogue
was vague on some offenses but quite explicit on others. "It is earnestly desired by the
Trustees and Faculty, that the students may be influenced to good conduct and diligence
in study by higher motives than the fear of punishment; and they mainly rely for the
success of the Institution, a place of liberal education, on moral and religious principle, a
sense of duty, and the generous feeling which belong to young men engaged in honorable
pursuits."141 Within the student catalogue, these words should be noted, "good conduct,"
"diligence in study," "higher motives," "moral and religious principle," "sense of duty,"
and "honorable pursuits."142 These words denote a degree of moral character. The entire
experience at Mississippi College was geared toward forming a suitable gentleman who
was both educated and honorable. Culturally speaking, he was being prepared to
represent the moral philosophy of the South in any cultural circle. The Mississippi
College 1860 Catalogue further states, "It is proposed in this Institution to secure
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attention to study and correctness of deportment, not merely by the enforcement of rigid
enactments, but by cultivating in the student a taste for intellectual pursuits, virtuous
habits and high-toned honor."143 Honor was taught. Honor was modeled. Honor was
expected. One student of this college wrote on the eve of the Civil War,
Dear Father I seat myself tonight to give you as long and as long Patriotic a letter
as I can (not calling myself a Patriot) but I feel a Spirit of resistance to Northern
oppression and I intend to stand to Southern rights as long as I have a drop of
blood and a single bullet to shoot. Truly we have the Spirit of ’76 raise[d] among
us and there is a general determination to stand to Southern rights or die in the
attempt. We the Students of Mississippi have formed a military company and are
going to offer our service to the Governor as soon a[s] possible. Our Captain an
honorable gentleman and a true patriot requests us to inform our parents of our
noble and spirited undertaking.144

This young man used the words, "Patriot," "Southern rights," and "honorable
gentleman" within the space of a few sentences, surely denoting the spirit of the MC
campus at this time. The fact that three of the faculty volunteered to lead the other fortynine youth further shows the "patriotic" leadership in their cause.145 Parents were to be
consulted of the "noble and spirited" undertaking, but it is noteworthy that this young
man did not wait for parental permission, he simply yielded to peer pressure and boarded
the train when the company moved to Corinth. The valor associated with going to war
along with one's classmates surely played a part in his overall decision. The atmosphere
of Mississippi College and Clinton in those days of volunteering, drilling, and preparation
was electric. Young women knitted socks for the soldiers, parties were thrown, and an
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overall spirit of carnival invaded the town as the Mississippi College Rifles prepped for
the war to come. Country first, parents second, and education third146 showed Silas
White's ordinal system of respect. For a student to include education in the order showed
the degree of influence that Mississippi College had on his young life.
Honor was also tied to racial identity and racial identity to social position. No
matter the position of a white within society, he was still not colored, and, as such, he
was expected to act in accordance to the social constructs of that time. Presentism would
scream of the injustice of this statement, but it was the expectation of the day.

Although a small white elite owned the vast majority of slaves in the South, and
most other whites could only aspire to slaveholders’ wealth and status, slavery
shaped the social life of all white southerners in profound ways. Southern culture
valued a behavioral code in which men’s honor, based on the domination of
others and the protection of southern white womanhood, stood as the highest
good. Slavery also decreased class tensions, binding whites together on the basis
of race despite their inequalities of wealth.147

Poor whites might not ever attain the status of the planters, but they could embrace the
dream of wealth through the planter system. Blacks of that era would never have that
hope. Whites would continue to lord over them and exploit their efforts. The poor
whites might not be owners, but in their mindset, they were not slaves. They could still
hold office and vote.
Because race bound all whites together as members of the master race,
non-slaveholding whites took part in civil duties. They served on juries and voted.
They also engaged in the daily rounds of maintaining slavery by serving on
146
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neighborhood patrols to ensure that slaves did not escape and that rebellions did
not occur. The practical consequence of such activities was that the institution of
slavery, and its perpetuation, became a source of commonality among different
economic and social tiers that otherwise were separated by a gulf of difference.148

All of these factors merged together at that point to promote a sense of southern pride and
honor that was akin to the chivalrous code of the middle ages. This Arthurian honor,
displayed before others, was to win the hearts of young damsels and make a name for the
young man among men. The classics, with their tales of heroism, were studied at the
preparatory and college level and exposed the student to a system of social expectation
that made honor preferred above life. This was reiterated through the ancient practice of
dueling which had survived until their day. If one's honor was brought into question, he
had the right to demand satisfaction for the same. Honor, with the respect associated
with it, propelled the southern man and motivated him toward service, however skewed,
in a system where he showed himself honorable before his cohorts, "die{ing} for his
country and facing the enemy."149 It was this mentality that whipped the fury and
impassioned the southern man towards service to his newly founded country giving him
the "Spirt of Seventy-six"150 that would not only bring him to battle, but, in his mind, also
win the war.
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CHAPTER IV- STUDENT LIFE AT MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE
The Early Years
Mississippi College received a state charter as an institution of higher education
under the direction of a board of trustees comprised of men from the community.151
Howell states, "A small group of men from the scattered families gathered in 1825 to
plan an academy to educate their children and others in the county. They were no doubt
encouraged by their wives, who wanted schools for their children and churches to bring
stability and civility to their lives."152 This grassroots effort led to their gaining the
desired charter from the state of Mississippi in 1826.153
Mississippi College was unique in many ways. It was the first coeducational
institution of higher education in America to grant a baccalaureate degree to a woman.154
It is (to this day) the oldest continuous institution of higher education in the state of
Mississippi.155 And it is the second oldest Baptist institution of higher education in the
country.156 Many factors from its early years contributed to these distinctions. For
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example, Daniel Comfort, the Princeton graduate and Presbyterian minister was called as
principal of the school in 1828 and his daughter, Elizabeth Comfort, was enrolled as a
student.157 No doubt his influence, and the example he set by allowing his daughter and
other females to enroll, helped increase enrollment among other female coeds. Other
prominent names among the Clinton elite also had girls enrolled at the school.158 This
school was highly co-educational from its inception and in December of 1831,
Mississippi College became the first co-educational college in America to grant
baccalaureate degrees to women.159 In fact, it was not until 1843 that a male was
graduated from the school although young men had been enrolled throughout its
history.160
Gender Issues
Life at Mississippi College had to have been quite different with both males and
females attending in those early years. Martin writes, "Most academically strong
colleges had been primarily for male students, but that was changing. A growing
question was whether the best education for young women was in a separate school that
focused on the social graces and preparation for woman's role in society, or whether
young women should march boldly into the previously male academic programs in
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classical languages, mathematics, science, and the like."161 This was definitely a novel
approach to education and was progressively egalitarian for the time. In fact, women did
not attend Harvard until 1879.162 And, the oldest purported co-educational institution in
America, Oberlin, of Ohio, did not become co-educational until 1837.163 This decidedly
makes Mississippi College the oldest co-educational institution in America by 11 years.
It is certain that Mississippi College did teach young women from the
beginning,164 but, no mention is made of specific rules in the College's rules concerning
decorum between male and female students. General mention is made of treating fellow
students with respect, abstaining from gross immoralities, and plain and appropriate
dress,165 but nothing in particular in dealing with gender issues. Some degree of southern
decorum would dictate that the youth knew how to act honorably and therefore did.
Wyatt-Brown said: "For the small but influential number who attended college, honor
was an unannounced part of the curriculum, both in the classroom, as a subject revealed
in the classics mentioned earlier, and in the doings of the boys themselves. College
students in those days were much younger than they would be in the twentieth century,
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and therefore the pranks and scrapes had an adolescent, even childish character."166 No
doubt respect was taught for both male and females alike.
Expectations from the college were reflective of the social norms at the time and
both young men and young women were expected to conduct themselves in a moral and
civil fashion. And, even though no specific mention is made to the issue of gender
decorum within the rules, it would be important to note that the college's reputation was
on the line and that the college took a proactive stance in stamping out any form of
youthful rebellion or other types of misbehavior.
Christian Influence on the School
Mississippi College was not a sectarian school, ascribing to one particular
Christian denomination at its beginning. Martin states, "The question as to whether the
new school would have the support of state or church took a quarter century to resolve.
Hampstead Academy [Mississippi College's first official name] as chartered on January
24, 1826, was essentially a local institution, but this was not expected to be
permanent."167 However, as a non-sectarian school, Mississippi College still required all
students to "attend public worship on the Sabbath, at such time and place as such student
may know public worship is to be performed."168 Again, this was reflective of the time.
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When Martin writes, " They [Trustees of Mississippi College] were …….encouraged by
their wives, who wanted schools for their children and churches to bring stability and
civility to their lives",169 he was referring to the overall idea that religion played an
important part in the nineteenth-century moral development of the individual as a
honorable citizen and that all should unite with some fashion of Christian religion. W.J.
Cash states:
"What was demanded here [the South], in other words, was the God and the faith
of the Methodists and the Baptists, and the Presbyterians. These personal and
often extravagant sects, sweeping the entire American country with their revivals
is the first half of the nineteenth century, achieve their greatest success in the
personal and extravagant South. And not only among the masses. Fully ninetenths of the new planters- of the men who were to be masters of the great Southwere, and, despite some tendency to fall away to Anglicanism as more hightoned, continued to be, numbered among their adherents."170
Men and women of character, those that made good citizens, were also expected
to be people of faith and Mississippi College was willing to do its part in producing such
citizens. Mr. Hopkins, the first principal of the school was hired because of his "moral,
genteel deportment" and was said to be "particularly attentive to the morals and manners
of his students."171
As stated before, Mississippi College, at its inception was not a religious school
nor was it tied to a denomination. But within its history, the school experienced
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Methodist, Presbyterian and finally Baptist affiliation.172 And, whereas these
denominations all differed on minor doctrines of the Bible, they were all decidedly
Christian. And, as community that surrounded the school experienced an overwhelming
Christian influence, the school reflected the Christian ideology as given by the
community. This was reflected by the guidelines and traditions held by the college. In
the 1828 rules of the college, Christmas as a holiday is mentioned, diligent application of
one's studies, respect of persons, exemplary and good behavior, avoidance of lying, drink,
profaneness and immorality, the keeping of good company and Sabbath worship were all
included in the rules of the, at that time, an non-sectarian school.173 Students were
expected to apply the principles of Max Weber's Protestant Work Ethic (even before
Weber was published) to better themselves as individuals and for the life that lay in front
of them. Those who refused or rebelled against these were dealt with firmly.174
By 1860, Mississippi College (then associated with the Baptist Convention of
Mississippi) codified their position on religious exercise in the following statement:
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Figure 5. Religious Exercises Mississippi College Catalogue 1860-61 page 27
The students were expected to cultivate a taste for: "intellectual pursuits, virtuous habits
and high-toned honor."175 To effect this in the lives of the students, the college required
Sabbath worship, weekly prayer meetings and the daily reading of Scripture.176 Much of
this was led by the instructors of the school or the local Baptist church.177 What is
unclear is if students from other denominations were allowed to attend worship at their
church of choice or if Baptist ideology was imposed on them while attending Mississippi
College. No records have been found indicating the religious preference of those who
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attended the school, only that the ideology of the Methodists, Presbyterians and Baptists
influenced the administration during their respective appointments.178 179
Boarding at School
Mississippi College began as a local effort for the population of Clinton and the
surrounding county.180 However, an immediate problem arose when students from the
surrounding area wished to attend. It was not until the 1850s, under the Baptist
supervision, that boarding was allowed on school grounds, and even then, it was simply a
repurposed building known as Steward's Hall.181 Steward's Hall had originally been a
domicile for teachers. This building was two stories high and measured thirty-two by
thirty-six feet and was made of brick. This facility was one of the original three buildings
listed in 1830 and was situated on the south side of the five-acre campus.182 Some
speculation has arisen as to it being used at one time in the 1830s as the President's
Home, but, for purposes here, was not used by students until the 1850s. Students were,
however, able to find room and board throughout the entire history of the school.

178
Report of the Trustees of Mississippi College, Minutes of the Mississippi Baptist State
Convention, 1852, Archives of Mississippi College.
179

Catalogue of the Officers and Students of Mississippi College at Clinton, Hinds County
Mississippi. 1860, page 14.
180

Howell, Walter. Town and Gown: the Saga of Clinton and Mississippi College (Walter Howell
Book, 2014) page 14.
181

Martin, Charles E. Mississippi College with Pride: A History of Mississippi College18262004.(Mississippi College, 2007) page 36.
182

Martin, Charles E. Mississippi College with Pride: A History of Mississippi College18262004.(Mississippi College, 2007) page 29.

58

In December of 1831, the Board of Trustees announced that they had made
arrangements "for all male students who wished to do so to board at the home of Daniel
Comfort. The young ladies were to have a similar opportunity at the home of Dr. and
Mrs. Hall."183 This gave opportunity to these to have a place to reside while there
attending college. Students were listed from as far away as Covington, Louisiana and
Perry County Mississippi.184 Under the leadership of the Baptists, the college catalogue
read:
"The College is located in a village large enough to furnish all the students with
rooms and boarding in private families. We believe all educators now agree that
the old system of crowding all the students into one or more large buildings, and
requiring them to board at one common table, has little or nothing to recommend
it; and that there are many of the most weighty reason for its total abolition.
Some Colleges are almost obliged to retain the old system on account of being
located in the country, there private boarding cannot be obtained and also,
because they have a heavy capital invested in such buildings, which would be
entirely unproductive if the students were not required to occupy the rooms and
pay the usual rent. No such difficulties surround a new College. We find it easy
to obtain rooms and boarding in private families for all our students. By this
arrangement student have the advantage of family influences while away from
home; also, by being scattered round the village in small parties, the temptations
to wrong are greatly diminished. Our experience is very decided on this point.
Even a large private boarding is not equal to smaller ones. The more we scatter
students the fewer the temptations and the easier the discipline. On the score of
economy we also gain decidedly. There is no more effectual way of furnishing
cheap, and at the same time good boarding, than by inviting private individual
competition.
Boarding may be had at the house kept by Mrs. Mary Gillespie. This
house has the advantage of being very near the College, being situated within the
College enclosure. Two of the Professors board at this house. Mr. S.S.
Granberry, Principal of the Preparatory Department, has made arrangements by
which he is enabled to accommodate a considerable number of students.
Judicious parents and guardians will readily see the advantage of having students
immediately associated with the teacher.
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Boarders are also received in the following families, which are all
confidently recommended, namely: Rev. V.W. Brock, W. Charlton, Mrs. Richey,
Mrs. E.G. Russell, M. Tanner, Mrs. Nash, E.L. Branblet, and Mrs. Wise."185

By boarding students in the homes of the people of Clinton, there was a unique bond
formed between the school and the local population. The "town and gown" experience
was perhaps greater here than at any other times during the existence of the school.
Several things are to be noted from this excerpt. First, the college was not above
making excuses for their not having boarding facilities by (inappropriately) claiming the
appropriateness of housing students elsewhere. They admit, "Some Colleges are almost
obliged to retain the old system … because they have a heavy capital invested in such
buildings."186 "No such difficulties surround a new College"187 simply because a college,
such as theirs, didn’t have boarding facilities. They note that dormitory facilities are
"entirely unproductive if the students were not required to occupy the rooms and pay the
usual rent",188 but overlook the fact that expanding colleges cannot grow beyond the local
community's ability to house these students. It is a fact that colleges build facilities and
then have to pay for them by filling them with students. However, if a college does not
provide living arrangements for their students, student growth beyond the homegrown
boys and girls and the availability of housing provided by the community will impede the
progress of the school. This would have been especially true of Clinton as "Clinton's

185
Catalogue of the Officers and Students of Mississippi College at Clinton, Hinds County
Mississippi. 1860, pages 29-30.
186

Ibid. page 29.

187

Ibid. page 29.

188

Ibid.page 29

60

population never exceeded three hundred during the nineteenth century, counting all
white inhabitants and slaves living within the corporate limits."189 And, if housing
students among trusted guardians withing the community was such the good idea, why
did Mississippi College abandon it in later years when they could afford to erect
buildings for that purpose? The simple reason was that at this time, the college could not
afford to imitate other institutions of higher education with capital outlay in the form of
dormitories. Therefore, they met their housing need as best they could and boasted that
their method was the wave of the future.190
Secondly, it is important to note that Mississippi College was somewhat
protective of its students in the recommendations of homes within the community, and,
rightly so. If they were, indeed, concerned about the moral atmosphere in which the
students were being housed, they would of necessity be concerned about the upright
examples and moral character displayed in front of their students on a daily basis.
Among those recommended by the catalogue of 1860 were an instructor at the school, a
local minister, a lady whose house was within the school's compound and additional
ladies who held only the title of 'Mrs.'191 Since others were listed in the catalogue by their
first initial and last name, these women were perhaps widows and gained their livelihood
by taking in boarders. These were no doubt people of good report within the community.
Note is given that these were able to get their names printed in the catalogue of the school
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at the same time that the school was purporting "There is no more effectual way of
furnishing cheap, and at the same time good boarding, than by inviting private individual
competition."192 For open, private competition to exist, equal opportunity would have to
be granted all. And, since this was clearly not the case, the school was exercising a
judgment showing their favoritism in the yearly catalogue to the listed individuals. One
might ask if these recommendations were patrons of the school or tied in some way to the
Baptist faith of that community.
One sure thing Mississippi College gained from the fact that the students were at
that point farmed out to surrounding families of good repute is found in their statement,
"The more we scatter students the fewer the temptations and the easier the discipline.”193
No doubt these families helped to nurture the young men and give moral guidance against
the temptations that lay in the surrounding hamlet of Clinton. From the beginning,
Mississippi College had insisted in the moral correctness of its students, not allowing
them to go into town, ballrooms, gaming halls or to participate in any questionable
behavior.194 The tenth rule of the early academy went so far as to state: "No loud talking,
hallooing, whistling, jumping or any other disturbing noises or acts shall be permitted in
the Academy, or disorderly conduct in town or boarding house, by a student, nor shall he
associate or keep company with persons of bad character."195 No effort was spared to
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find good families for the students. In an 1853 statement issued by the school, "In the
selection of boarding houses the instructors must in all cases be consulted to prevent
student from locating themselves unfavorably."196 In other words, the character expected
from the students in the school extended outside the academy walls and into the boarding
houses and surrounding community. The boarding house became a teaching venue for
upright, moral character and was found by the school to perform this function much
better than they might hope to achieve under some institutional housing system of their
own.
Costs for boarding varied from year to year and establishment to establishment.
No mention can be found as to what Daniel Comfort and Dr. Hall charged for room and
board in 1831, perhaps suggesting that a private arrangement was worked out between
these gentlemen and the families of students of Mississippi College. Barter was not
uncommon at the time. By the mid-eighteen forties, the advertised rate for boarding at
the school varied between $8-10.00 dollars per month and covered all expenses.197 As
the Baptists took over in 1850-51, the private rate of board was advertised at $10.00 per
month and included washing.198 This rate was repeated in 1852 with the institutional
addition of rooms available in Steward' Hall on campus.199 By 1853, the advertised rate
for board had climbed to $12.00 per month but included lodging washing, lights and
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fuel.200 And, by 1859, the time that Silas White appeared on campus, the going rate
ranged between $11-13.50 per month for the same amenities.201 Additional instructions
for that year included that students could contact President Urner directly or see further
"particulars" in the school's catalogue.202 These prices of 1859 were comparable to the
boarding fees charged at other schools within the state; The University of Mississippi $12
per month, Summit Female Institute $15.00 per month and Southern Female College at
$140.00 per year.203 To put this in perspective, gold pens could be bought for $5.00, wall
paper for $2.00 a roll, the entire equipment to run a printing shop for $600, peas $.50 per
bushel,204 and, the president of the college earned $1670.00 a year.205
As time went on, boarding was an increasing necessity for the college. By 1860,
the college had students attending from four states and multiple counties within
Mississippi. From as far away as Memphis, Tennessee and from southeast Louisiana,
students were arriving to receive an education.206 The reach of the college was growing.
Of the 228 students listed in the 1860-61 catalogue of the school, only 19 were from the
actual town of Clinton.207 The vast majority of them were from the various counties of

200

Mississippi College, Flag of the Union, Jackson, Mississippi. November 11, 1853

201

The Weekly Mississippian, Mississippi College, Clinton. September 14, 1859

202

Ibid.

203

Ibid.

204

The Weekly Mississippian, Mississippi College, Clinton. September 14, 1859

205

McLemore, Richard, and McLemore, Nannie P. The History of Mississippi College (Hederman
Brothers, 1979) page 79.
206

Catalogue of the Officers and Students of Mississippi College at Clinton, Hinds County
Mississippi. 1860, pages 5- 19.
207
Catalogue of the Officers and Students of Mississippi College at Clinton, Hinds County
Mississippi. 1860, pages 5- 19.

64

Mississippi with a few out-of-state students thrown into their midst.208 Most of these were
from the West Florida parishes of Louisiana.209 This outward reach was made possible
through many factors. Agents had been employed by the Mississippi Baptist Convention
to promote the school and raise money for its endowment,210 thus raising awareness
among the Baptist churches of the school. Newspapers from as far away as Memphis
were used to tell of the school's existence and enrollment.211212 And, by this time,
railroad travel extended from New Orleans to Memphis and to the river traffic on the
Mississippi via the Jackson and Vicksburg rail.213214 From Jackson, stagecoach lines
reached into Alabama. When coupled together, these factors contributed to the overall
increase in enrollment and the progress of the school. However, without these boarding
arrangements, Mississippi College would not have prospered as it still had not invested,
as an institution, in housing arrangements for the pupils.
Curriculum Development Through the Years
Early curriculum of the school in 1827 included the English Department where
the "rudiments of common education, together with the English grammar, geography, the
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use of the globes, the projection of maps, and history" were taught.215 A Classical
Department offered the classical languages: Greek and Latin, as well as mathematics with
practical application, natural philosophy and astronomy. Chemistry was an important
part of this department as well as Rhetoric.216 The English course was offered to the
students at $7.50 per quarter for tuition and the Classical course was offered for the same
duration at $10.00.217 By 1832, arrangements had been made to acquire a "good
chemical and philosophical apparatus for the use of students during the next session"218
and, "the addition of a music teacher in the female division."219 In these early years,
students were expected to diligently apply themselves, never miss class and appear for
examinations quarterly or at the end of the year. Failure to come to class or attend the
appointed examinations was viewed with harsh discrimination.220 "When a student is
absent from recitation, without express permission from his instructors, he shall be called
to an account for it before his class, and if he have not a sufficient excuse to justify his
absence he shall be punished according to the nature of his offence."221 No specific
punishments were laid out in the rules, but school officials were expected to mete out
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punishments for improper behavior, including inattention to recitations, as they saw fit.
If the student were truant or aberrant enough, the officials could recommend expulsion
from the school.222 However, the Board of Trustees had to place their stamp of approval
upon any decision of this nature, thus giving evidence the true political structure in place
at the time.223
In November of 1836, the Board of Trustees held several meetings to better assess
the "female department",224 which had prospered under the leadership of Henry Strong.225
This was just prior to the arrival of E.N. Elliott as President of the school. Elliott arrived
in January of 1837 and under his leadership the students were divided into upper and
lower classes with these upper classmen being called collegiate studies.226 Around this
same time, the curriculum in the lower division of the college included orthography,
writing, simple arithmetic, as well as English and grammar. The fee for these
underclassmen was $20.00 per session and had to be paid in advance.227 David Elliot, an
engineer from Indiana, was hired to teach practical theoretical mathematics to the school,
his being able to "readily relate" to this subject. In 1837, President Elliot began a drive to
develop the library of the school.
"A very important development was the appointment by the board of trustees of a
committee 'to be called the library committee, with the full power to adopt such
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mode and means (except by purchase upon credit of this board) to obtain a library
and apparatus and specimens for cabinet of geology, numerology as they may
deem proper and to receive donations and subscription for this purpose' This was
the beginning of a movement which resulted in the acquisition of an excellent
library and scientific apparatus for the college. This was one of Elliott's most
important innovations."228

This was a great advancement to the overall credibility of the school. In a day of digital
resources and online availability, it is easy to forget that the students of that day often had
limited books in their community and even fewer in their homes. The public library or
the library afforded them at school was their means of broadening their experience. The
school also benefitted in passing years as the library grew since there was an overall
scarcity of books in the region.
By 1860, the college had grown in both the Preparatory and Collegiate
Departments with the Preparatory School having 164 students and 64 in the Collegiate.229
This was up considerably from the meager 17, basically preparatory students, that the
school started with under Baptist control in 1851.230 These two departments had been
subdivided into four classes in each, beginning with the traditional freshman class and
ending with seniors.231 At this time, there were two courses of study within these
schools, the English Course and the Scientific Course.
"The first is an English course of two years. The second is a course in Latin,
Greek and the Elements of Mathematics, of two years, designed to prepare boys
228
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for the Freshman Class in College. The Third is the regular four years' College
Course; the course that is substantially adopted in all first-class American
Colleges and Universities. Those who complete this course receive the degree of
Bachelor of Arts. The fourth is a four years course, called the scientific course,
and leading to the degree of Bachelor of Science. This course differs from the
regular College course4 in omitting Latin and Greek., and substituting additional
English courses in place of the omitted languages."232
Even though the college allowed the fourth "irregular" scientific course of study,
they highly recommended that students take the traditional course of study involving the
classics and avoid the scientific course as it was not recommended "except [for] those
who wish to avoid hard study."233 By this evidence, it can be fully discerned that
Mississippi College was a Liberal Arts College and wished to compete in that arena
rather than in scientific endeavors.
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Figure 6. Pages 18-19 Mississippi College Catalogue 1860-61 Courses of Study

Becoming a College
In 1827, the school would best have been described as a preparatory department
preparing the 30 students234 that it had for future studies or the day when they, as a
school, could confer degrees. For the first four years of its existence the school was
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either called an academy or school and not a college or institution of higher learning.235
Mississippi College did not achieve this status until December of 1830 when, by act of
the Mississippi legislature, "The board of trustees was given all of the privileges that
usually fall upon boards of trustees of institutions of higher learning, including the
privilege of conferring degrees."236 It was at this same time that the name was changed
from Mississippi Academy to Mississippi College. 237 Mississippi College was the third
institution in the state to be given this high esteem after Jefferson College of Natchez,
during the territorial period, and Oakland College, of Lorman, just two weeks prior to
Mississippi College.238 This again asserts the early position of Mississippi College
among the institutions of higher education even though the early days of the school were
most likely in preparation for this event. Mississippi College continued to struggle in the
years to come. Twenty-two years into the school's existence (1848), President Simeon
Colton exclaimed, "It [Mississippi College] may rank as a good high school, or it may
struggle for existence as a College, but [it] must eventually decline."239 His reasoning
behind this dim view of the college seemed to exist primarily because of the economic
failures of the time and the then present instability of the Presbyterian church with which
he was associated. He notes in his resignation also that, "The condition and prospects of
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the town do not seem to me to promise much for the permanence of the Institution"240
and "The tone of feeling throughout the community does not seem to justify the
expectations of such a support as the Institution of a College demands."241 As President
Colton resigned, he cherished "a deep regret for the welfare of the Institution."242
From the time of the school's inception until the Baptists took over in 1850-51,
the school continued as a co-educational institution. In 1849, the school graduated
Morrison Richardson, James Richardson, Oscar Newton, and a Mrs. Wright.243 The
female department was still under the direction of Daniel Comfort, the second principal
of the original academy.244 As noted, it was not until 1843 that a male student was
graduated, meaning that in the first seventeen years of its existence, the school found that
only women had met the qualifications of receiving a degree. As noted by McLemore, it
was the female department that "continued to set the pace for the new college" during the
period of the 1830s245 and Mrs. Wright's graduation in 1848 continued to show female
involvement in the school. However, when the Baptists took over in 1850-51, they
discontinued the female department.246 This does not mean that the Baptists totally

240

Ibid. page 43.
McLemore, Richard, and McLemore, Nannie P. The History of Mississippi College (Hederman
Brothers, 1979) page 43.
241

242

Ibid. page 44.

243

Ibid. page 44

244
Martin, Charles E. Mississippi College with Pride: A History of Mississippi College18262004.(Mississippi College, 2007) page 15.
245

McLemore, Richard, and MaLemore, Nannie P. The History of Mississippi College (Hederman
Brothers, 1979) page 15.
246

Howell, Walter. Town and Gown: the Saga of Clinton and Mississippi College (Walter Howell
Book, 2014) page 88.

72

withdrew from the idea of female education. As evidenced through their immediately
beginning a female academy across town, the Baptists were probably displaying an
ideology of the time that men and women should be educated separately.247 Baptist
involvement in Mississippi College in 1850-51 would be an entirely male endeavor with
females being educated at the Central Female Institute headed up by Walter Hillman.248
Extracurricular Activities
College students in the antebellum era at Mississippi College did not have the
amenities of today's college students, but the life they lived was no doubt exciting to
them and a step forward from the mundane existence of their local village or farm. Those
who came from afar did not have the luxury of a family life while in Clinton, but the
camaraderie they experienced within their boarding home no doubt became, for them, an
extended family. In some ways, these were similar to what would evolve as fraternity
houses later in the nineteenth century. To extend this thought a step further and make a
connection with the collegiate fraternal system in the United States, "The American
fraternity traces its genesis to the emergence of literary societies in the late eighteenth
century. Debating and literary societies, whose names evoked memories of ancient
Greece, emerged as purveyors of forensics, but their main contribution was that they
were primary social clubs contrasting with the bleak campus dormitories."249 This was
not the only function of the fraternity. " Supported by prosperous and influential
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fraternity alumni, the chapter house relieved the need for housing on many campuses.
The popular German university model of detachment from the student replaced the
English model of providing room and board. Colleges and universities began to shape
college life rather than oppose it, and the institutions reluctantly began accepting the
fraternity system."250 No doubt the boarders of Reverend V. W. Brock's boardinghouse
in Clinton, Mississippi could look back with fond memories similar to that of fraternity
brothers as they recounted their days at Mississippi College and the time they spent
together at their domicile. Henry Newman Brock, the son of the reverend, was a student
at the college and his brother, Albert G. Brock, joined the College Rifles at the time of
the Civil War.251
There were other notable extracurricular activities that were not as wholesome.
These were the activities warned against by the school.252 Early on, the town of Clinton
was somewhat docile, rendering only the necessities of a frontier village. However, as
Clinton grew, the vices associated with extra income grew along with it. By 1834, the
number of hotels of Clinton had grown enough to house the Methodist Annual
Conference and the meeting of the Temperance Society.253 These hotels hosting of the
Temperance Society is ironic since "Temperance leaders looked with suspicion on the
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Figure 7. Page 33 Mississippi College Catalogue 1860-61. Things Forbidden
hotels of Clinton because they had 'bar rooms.' Hotels were synonymous with taverns
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which meant drinking."254 It is uncertain when Clinton began selling alcohol, perhaps as
early as Robert Bell's trading post established in 1823, where dry goods and other
incidentals could be found.255 What is certain is that by the 1830s alcohol was viewed as
a major problem, and one that the school could not allow to go unchecked. Both the
Academy in 1828 and then the College in 1860, codified the inappropriateness of
drunkenness and use of alcohol in their rules.256257 Howell states, "Temperance leaders
had a monumental challenge because drinking was so pervasive in frontier Clinton."258
For the students at Mississippi College, alcohol was something that was to be
circumvented at all cost, even avoiding the "groceries, or other places" where it was
sold.259 Students could not play cards, shoot billiards, or participate in any form of
gambling.260 Students were cautioned about their spending habits and could not incur
debt at any level in the town of Clinton. Merchants (not students) were forbidden by
Mississippi law (an act passed in Legislature) from extending debt to students of the
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college.261 By the time of Mississippi College's 1860 catalogue, every attempt was being
made by the school to curb any misbehavior by the students. They could not go out at
night.262 They could not go for Sunday afternoon pleasure rides.263 They could not keep
guns on the premises.264 They could not leave town without permission.265 They could
not even go to the train station at arrival time to see if someone they might know was
getting off in Clinton.266 The rules of the college were extensive and forbade almost
anything except diligent study. However, in comparison to other schools of the time, this
was the overall mindset toward morality and strict practice.
As mentioned in relation to the fraternity system, literary societies and debate
clubs were formed on American campuses to eliminate boredom and stimulate critical
thinking.267 This occurred at Mississippi College early on as well. In 1837, President
Elliott, at the encouragement of several Clintonian women, attempted to organize a
lyceum for the advancement of literature and science.268 The original lyceum was the
lecture hall of Aristotle in ancient Greece and became known in American as an
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organization for the advancement of lectures, concerts and entertainment.269 "The
Clinton Gazette applauded Elliott for his interest in the project and supporting the 'ladies
in our town."270 With the passing of time, a Philomathean Society as well as a
Hermenian Society were formed on the campus.271
The Philomathean Society began as a literary club at Mississippi College in
1846.272 As best as can be determined, Philomathean clubs began in America at the
University of Pennsylvania in 1813 as a society for the advancement of learning.273 The
University of Pennsylvania's Philomathean Society is believed to be the longest
continuous such society in the United States. Philomath means, "a lover of learning"274
and, true to this ideology, the society was formed to enhance and encourage learning
among the students. This club adopted the writings of Virgil as their motto, "sic itur ad
astra," meaning, "such is the way to the stars."275 At Mississippi college, no exact data
has been found as to the individuals who formed the society, but it is known that this
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occurred during the presidency of Daniel Comfort, a graduate of Princeton.276 Perhaps
this New England graduate, who graduated and taught at Princeton, brought some of the
eastern tradition with him as he lived and taught in the wilderness of Mississippi.
Princeton, after all, is located only 45 miles from Philadelphia where the University of
Pennsylvania is located. The Philomathean Society at Mississippi College ceased during
the Civil War but was reorganized in 1870.277
The Hermenian Society was formed at Mississippi College in 1854.278 Hermeneia
in Greek, refers to those who rigorously interpret ancient manuscripts.279 Most often,
Hermenians are those who interpret the Bible. "Hermeneutics" is the discipline of
biblical interpretation.280 As such, these are referred to as Bible scholars who have the
ability to interpret the Bible from the ancient manuscripts.281 Since classical Greek was
taught at the school and since Mississippi College was a sectarian school, this would have
been a natural fit for this liberal arts school. At Mississippi College, this society
theoretically remained intact throughout the war, but at a lessened emphasis.
The purpose of these two societies on the campus of Mississippi College was to
promote learning and scholarship among the students. The fact that the above provided
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an outlet for pent up youthful energy was no doubt a boost, helping keep the young
people occupied while away from their parental influences.282 But these clubs were not
just a distraction. They were truly dedicated to promoting learning among their
members.283 By 1870, each society possessed a library that was accessible to their
members,284 and they were said to have contributed to the overall resources of the library
when it was properly formed.285286 The societies would open their libraries in the
afternoons so that their members could have access to the books on hand.287 These two
societies were instrumental in helping to obtain the appointment of a permanent librarian
for the Mississippi College campus.288 In later years, these two societies sponsored a
monthly publication, The Mississippi College Magazine.289 These two societies went on
to accomplish many notable good works at Mississippi College, but in the early days of
the school, the Hermenian and Philomathean Literary Societies were almost solely the
efforts that furnished the "principal extracurricular activities on the campus."290
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Overall, life at Mississippi College in the antebellum years was an exciting and
growing experience for the youth who were fortunate enough to attend. In the early
years, females as well as males benefitted from the experience. When the Baptists
assumed responsibility for the school in 1850-51, they continued a productive educational
experience, even if it was limited to males only. Young people were allowed to expand
their minds and extend themselves beyond the confines of the Mississippi frontier. To
say the conditions imposed on them by the school were stringent would be an
understatement compared to the campus life enjoyed today. However, this was reflective
of the time, and expected by all who participated.
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CHAPTER V- THE MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE RIFLES
Leading to the Conflict
The division that led to the American Civil War is a long and controversial
discussion with many co-existing factors to consider. To simply say that the war was the
result of differing opinions over slavery would grossly underestimate the totality of the
division. To exclude the issue of slavery from the discussion would be just as erroneous.
Suffice it to say that secession (the act of southern states withdrawing from the union of
the United States) had been in question for some years, but especially had been brewing
since the election of Abraham Lincoln in the fall of 1860291 with the balance of power
between the slave and free states having teetered back and forth in Congress for
decades.292 The Compromise of 1850293 had only prolonged the struggle of power which
finally erupted after Lincoln's win in the presidential campaign.294 South Carolina was
the first to officially declare its independence from a union they felt no longer supported
their sentiment.295 Quickly, six others joined them before the first shots were fired at Fort
Sumter on April 12, 1861.296 Mississippi seceded on January 9 of that same year.297

291

Red-Wing Sentinel Red Wing, Minnesota 06 Mar 1861, Wed • Page 4

292

Chicago Tribune (Chicago, Illinois) · 26 Oct 1858, Tue · Page 2

293

Compromise of 1850. History. https://www.history.com/topics/abolitionistmovement/compromise-of-1850
294

Meeting in Lauderdale County. The Weekly Mississippian, Jackson, Mississippi. November

21, 1860
295

The Congressional Secession. The Charleston Daily Courier. Charleston, South Carolina. 27
December, 1860
296

The South Secedes. U.S. History: Pre-Colombian to the New Millennium.
https://www.ushistory.org/us/32e.asp

82

Figure 8. Order of Secession among Southern States 298
It would be important to note that the individual states of the union felt they had the right
to do so and that there shouldn't be any consequences if they chose this course of
action.299 The possibility of a state seceding from the union was not an uncommon idea,
with it having been discussed as early as the Continental Congress of 1776, and, again in
1812 when Federalists of New England (the north) expostulated against the war with
England.300 In keeping with the ideology of a state being an individual in the
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conglomeration of the United States, a state would simply be a part of the overall jigsaw
puzzle of the nation.301 This overly simplify the idea of the "states rights" argument, but
the southern states, in 1860, had grown to distrust the union in what they saw as attempts
to exploit the lucrative cotton trade and the engine of slavery that drove their cash crop.302
They saw the federal government as becoming too powerful and too intrusive in their
everyday life.303 In Mississippi's A Declaration of the Immediate Causes which Induce
and Justify the Secession of the State of Mississippi from the Federal Union, the delegates
of that state specified in their secession from the Union,
" Utter subjugation awaits us in the Union, if we should consent longer to remain
in it. It is not a matter of choice, but of necessity. We must either submit to
degradation, and to the loss of property worth four billions of money, or we must
secede from the Union framed by our fathers, to secure this as well as every other
species of property. For far less cause than this, our fathers separated from the
Crown of England.
Our decision is made. We follow their footsteps. We embrace the alternative of
separation; and for the reasons here stated, we resolve to maintain our rights with
the full consciousness of the justice of our course, and the undoubting belief of
our ability to maintain it."304
Therefore, they sought to simply dissolve their participation in a union that no longer
served their purposes. The South sought separation.
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Many in the South thought the North would simply look at the impending divorce
and think that the benefits of having a rebellious wife were not enough to justify going to
war. Lincoln, for whatever reason, was not willing to allow them such an easy exit. In
his first inaugural address he said, "Physically speaking, we cannot separate. We cannot
remove our respective sections from each other nor build an impassable wall between
them. A husband and wife may be divorced and go out of the presence and beyond the
reach of each other; but the different parts of our country cannot do this."305 Lincoln was
willing to adjust, accept, or argue, but not disband. The South drew a line in the sand and
began the rattling of sabers and prelude to secession over the beginning of the new year
of 1861.306 The war actually came when Lincoln sought to resupply the federal fort at
Charleston, South Carolina, the seat of secession.307 The Battle of Ft. Sumter was short
and without bloodshed (except one Union soldier was killed by accident in a 100 gun
salute after the battle) and could have been the end of hostilities if the Union had realized
that the southern states were serious.308 However, the North was determined to whip the
South back into obedience and on Monday, April 15, Lincoln issued the call for 75,000
volunteers "to aid this effort to maintain the honor, the integrity, and the existence of our
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National Union, and the perpetuity of popular government: and to redress wrongs already
long enough endured."309
For that era, newspapers were the media of publication for both political and
personal sentiment. And it was through the newspapers of the day that the South voiced
its opinion and united its front. Before the election of 1860, southerners were calling for
the dissolution of the union should Lincoln be elected.310 On November 6, the day of the
election, The Weekly Whig of Vicksburg, Mississippi reported that Lincoln's election
would, indeed, force a split in the Union and that the South would no longer forebear the
platform that they felt to be against the southern way of life.311 Newspapers throughout
the South proclaimed the same rhetoric in the days surrounding the election. In South
Carolina, the saber rattling was so strong that the newspapers were calling for the
formation of 'Minute Men' militia two days after Lincoln's election312 to prepare for any
aggression from the North. South Carolina and Mississippi were the first two states to
withdraw from the Union and these seemed to be the epicenters of southern persuasion.313
The call was going out through these newspapers for the slave states to declare
themselves separate from the Union they felt no longer supported their sentiment.
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The Formation of the Mississippi College Rifles
It was into this interlude of 'rumors of war' that war itself descended onto the
campus of Mississippi College and the people of Clinton. The four months since the
election of Lincoln had been an ever-increasing crescendo of rabble-rousing, each level
threatening of war but wanting to avoid it, until it climaxed in the beginnings of
hostilities at Fort Sumter, South Carolina on April 12, 1861. By then, seven southern
states had seceded and four more would quickly follow.314 President Davis immediately
asked for volunteers to support the Confederacy. At that time, the people of Clinton
responded to the challenge by volunteering.
"President Jefferson Davis had issued a call for 8,000 men from Mississippi for
service in the Confederate military forces. The response on the Mississippi
College campus was enthusiastic. On April 20, 1861, there was a great mass
meeting in which several patriotic addresses were delivered. On this beautiful
spring day students and local citizens responded to the appeal and organized the
unit to be known as the Mississippi College Rifles. There were sixty-five men
who joined the company. Thirty-two of these were students at Mississippi
College and three were members of the faculty. The others were citizens of the
community or surrounding territory. The faculty members included J. H. York, E.
G. Banks and H. J. Thigpen. J. H. Welborn, a member of the Board of
Trustees, had enlisted in the company, and he was chosen as captain."315
Fox-Clark writes of this formation, "Sometime in late 1860, or early 1861, a volunteer
company named the 'Mississippi College Rifles' in honor of the school many were
associated with, was formed by John York, E. G. Banks, and M. Judson Thigpen, three of
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the school’s tutors. These students and area residents began drilling on the school's
campus."316 These were days of excitement for these young men at Mississippi College
and the town of Clinton. A young volunteer of the students from Mississippi College
penned the following letter to his father as the Mississippi College Rifles were being
formed.
"Clinton Mis April 18th, 1861
Dear Father I seat myself tonight to give you as long and as long Patriotic a letter
as I can (not calling myself a Patriot) but I feel a Spirit of resistance to Northern
oppression and I intend to stand to Southern rights as long as I have a drop of
blood and a single bullet to shoot. Truly we have the Spirit of ’76 raise among us
and there is a general determination to stand to Southern rights or die in the
attempt. We the Students of Mississippi have formed a military company and are
going to offer our service to the Governor as soon a possible. Our Captain an
honorable gentleman and a true patriot requests us to inform our parents of our
noble and spirited undertaking. Father and Mother brothers and all it is with tears
in my eyes that I think of leaving you to go to the battlefield and I now ask your
assents to the great and glorious cause which we have undertaken. Please write
immediately I shall not leave before I get an answer and IF I don’t go with this
Company I am going to come home and go or some [ ] else. We have 52 in our
Company (Three our teachers [illegible] included one of whom we have put to
the post of Second Lieutenant a brave and patriotic man my little master is in “J
Thigpen” [?] and I intend to follow him to the field of battle. Our country first,
mother and father next, and the last of all our education. Our school is sure to
suspend but it will be in a glorious cause. For nearly thirty years have we stood
the oppression of the North but by the will of God it has become our lot to be an
independent people free from all intrusions of the North and now just to think of
what we have taken from them and after all they are going to try to scare us back
into that cold rotten dried up broken down Union but we have good inducement to
push us on when we see the white heads making their appearance in our ranks as
we had one to do tonight. While he was received with loud acclamations of Joy,
Father to die for ones country is sweet. Die Die it may be ignominiously on the
scaffold but if it is the will of God that my country shall require the poor offering
of my soul, I am ready to give it when the hour may come. Father write soon and
send me some money to pay my board. Give every body that is my friends my
316
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best respects and for all to come in defense of our country for if they don’t they
will be drafted.
Father send George and let him go with me. Now is the time or never.
Nothing more but my love is [sent] to all
S. T. White".
Our enlistment does not cost us any thing.. Two men have offered to equip us for
nothing but I [illegible] some money to carry with me [Terry, Tony, Tommy] has
joined also."317
Several things are seen in this letter. First, J. H. Welborn, a local businessman, had been
elected captain of the Rifles318 and had required all volunteers to write home, informing
their parents of what was transpiring and gaining their approval before allowing the boys
to join
Second, it is important to note the degree of 'patriotic' zeal that the young
volunteer held. He writes,
" Dear Father I seat myself tonight to give you as long and as long Patriotic a
letter as I can (not calling myself a Patriot) but I feel a Spirit of resistance to
Northern oppression and I intend to stand to Southern rights as long as I have a
drop of blood and a single bullet to shoot. Truly we have the Spirit of ’76 raise
among us and there is a general determination to stand to Southern rights or die in
the attempt."319
Several issues of the Civil War are mentioned in this short excerpt. One, the southerners
truly felt that the northern states had encroached upon their rights as states. Two, the
South firmly believed that it was creating a new nation in "the Spirit of 76" (1776)320
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reflecting the ideology of the original colonies and their revolt against the rule of
England. Three, in forming this new nation, the necessity of patriotism to the cause was
not just novel, but expected. The degree of fervor displayed in this caption demonstrates
that young men of the South were ready to die, if necessary, to rectify what they saw as
the wrongs of the North and create their own system of government in the South.
Another detail of the letter that deserves note is the camaraderie and affection
shown between the leaders of the institute and the students that followed them. It was not
uncommon for local battalions to be drawn up and officers elected from their midst, but
there seems to be added endearments in this young man's letter when it came to those
who were over him. Statements such as, "A brave and patriotic man my little master is in
“J Thigpen,"321 and, "Our Captain an honorable gentleman and a true patriot"322 show a
great degree of confidence and affection for this company of Rifles for their leaders.
A couple of final notes in regard to the letter of Silas Talbert White show that he
was not unlike youth of today. First, in his closing lines he asks his father for money. He
did this twice. He also did not wait for his father's reply but slipped out of town on May
27th with the rest of the company, following his heart and the leadership of those who
were over him as they rolled toward Corinth.
During the interval that followed the writing of his letter and their departure in
late May, Silas White, along with his college companions, drilled with the Rifles in

321

Ibid.

322

Ibid.

90

preparation for the war. Later, a private of the Eighteenth Mississippi would write
"Drilling is warm work. We would get pretty tired before our day's work ended. We
were, however, learning our lessons in soldiering, and the drill was an important part of
them. It is this mainly that make the difference between trained soldiers and a mob."323
The company's drills were at this point only rudimentary compared to what they would
later experience, but it was giving the boys a sense of confidence and pride while training
them for what lay ahead.
The prelude to the College Rifles' departure on May 27th also served as a time of
soirées and public recognition of the young men who were surrendering to serve and
those who would lead them. Of this social time, Fox-Clark writes,
"The town of Clinton prepared to send their boys off gallantly. According to
Robert Parish, son of former [MC] president, Consider Parish and a student at the
school: "During the flowery month of May the company basked in the sweet
smiles of lovely women and indulged itself with the luxuries abundantly
showered upon it by the good people of Clinton and Hinds." Mrs. Lucy Banks,
mother of Edwin G. Banks; Mrs. Patrick R. Lewis , mother of William H. Lewis;
Mrs. J.B. Greaves, and Mrs. Mary Jane Thomas Criddle, dister of William H. and
C.L. "Cuddy Thomas; all met to make a company flag. This flag was made of
three bars of red, white, and red silk with a white canton bearing eight, six-point
stars of bluish tints in a circle, and having gold metallic fringe around three
sides."324
This eight-starred flag was rare, reflecting a three-week window in Confederate history
when there were just eight states grouped under the Confederacy. In early May,
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Arkansas would officially join as would others later on. This company flag has been lost
to time, but a similar one is seen in Figure 9.

Figure 9. Eight-starred Battle Flag of the Confederacy
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Howell wrote of this period,
"After the governor's activation, tailors and seamstresses in Clinton were busy
making uniforms for the volunteers who had to provide their own. Captain
Welborn paid for those who could not afford the cost. Four Clinton women, Mrs.
J. B. Graves, Mrs. Patrick Lewis, Mrs. Jane Criddle, and Mrs. Lucy Banks made a
flag for the company, and Mrs. Ulysses Moffett hosted a reception for the
company at her home, 'Moss Hill," northwest of Clinton in May. Resplendent in
their uniforms of butternut gray and carrying the colorful company flag, ninetyeight men of the Mississippi College Rifles boarded a train at the Clinton depot on
May 27 for the two-day journey to Corinth for training. A large crowd of more
than five hundred people joined in the excitement, giving the company an
enthusiastic send-off. The college band played patriotic music, and the crowd
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sang "The Bonnie Blue Flag" and "Dixie." The young men radiated
confidence and believed the war would be over in a few months."326
As this time drew to a close, goodbyes were said and on the 27th of May, the College
Rifles boarded a train for Corinth. Young Silas Talbert White was on the train but would
not remain with the company for long. His parents were able to get him released from
the 18th Mississippi Regiment and reassigned to the 4th Louisiana Infantry. This
transaction took place after Silas had boarded the train for Corinth. Some would say that
it was a good thing that Silas was able to be released, as the 18th Mississippi saw some of
the most vicious fighting in the Civil War.
While at Corinth, the Mississippi College Rifles would be renamed "Company E"
of the 18th Mississippi Regiment. They would always call themselves the Mississippi
College Rifles, but this significance was lost in the concept of the greater effort of the
war. Just prior to the outbreak of hostilities, there were one-hundred and four members in
this company. Their high-water mark would see them swell to one hundred thirty-eight.
At Corinth, they would drill and prepare themselves as best they could for the upcoming
events. However, the war would not be friendly to this group of dedicated young men.
Fox-Clark says of these:
"The Mississippi College Rifles was a Confederate War company that fought
under the command of General J. Johnston and General Robert E. Lee with the
Army of Northern Virginia from 1861-1865. Fighting with distinction at such
battles as Leesburg, Savage Station, Malvern Hill, Sharpsburg, Fredericksburg,
Marye's Hill, Gettysburg, Chickamauga, the Wilderness, Cedar Creek, and
Saylor's Creek, among others. At least eight members of the unit were with Lee
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until the surrender at Appomattox. At the end of the war, many of the boys
returned home men, no longer able to resume their former lives."327
During this time, the boys of the Mississippi College Rifles were fashioned into men.
Youth and innocence had been beaten out of an entire generation as they returned home.
The Mississippi College Rifles had served with honor, and in the end their name remains
until this day.
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CHAPTER VI- SILAS TALBERT WHITE
The Early Years
It is not uncommon in historical studies to take a cross-sectional approach by
examining the life of a single individual. The focus of this historical effort reaches a
cumulative point in a young, male student of the antebellum era who found himself at
Mississippi College at the outbreak of the Civil War. Silas Talbert White was born in
East Feleciana Parish, Louisiana on the fifth of January, 1843 to Andrew Jackson White
and Tullia Talbert White.328 Silas' father had been a part of a large family, him being the
ninth, of fourteen, children born to John A White and Lydia Morgan who had been the
original ancestors who had migrated to Louisiana from South Carolina in the early
nineteenth century.329 Records show that Tullia Talbert bore two sons for Andrew
Jackson within the first two years of their marriage.330 A four-year interval lapsed before
their next child was born and then a seven-year interval as they added to their family.331
Andrew and Tullia would eventually have six children.332
Silas, the oldest child, and his brother George were close in many ways. The
mere ten-month interval separating their births333 and the fact that both were males would
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have made them natural playmates. Future reference would also show that there was a
closeness between the two as they entered adulthood. Preparing to leave for the
Confederate cause, Silas begged his father to send George so that the two could be
together during the conflict.334 The details of Andrew's refusal are lost to time, but
history would show that even Silas would not prevail in his original plan for war, but
would yield to parental pressure and return to fight with a unit more closely associated
with his home335 than the College Rifles with which he aligned himself at the outset of
the conflict
Details of Silas' early life are vague, but for the better part if would not have been
unlike the other Scottish-Irish descendants that had arrived from the Carolinas and
mountains of the Appalachians to that part of East Feliciana Parish.336 It was the custom
for a family to begin clearing a portion of the land that belonged to them for cultivation
and a house.337 This was done as each family unit formed, with independence being
gained as they were able to branch out from their birth families. After taking up
housekeeping in this fashion, the farm would grow with each consecutive year as
additional land was cleared in the winter and then farmed the following summer.338
Success was dependent on hard work and the blessings of the weather. Each family
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scrambled to provide for its own and to get ahead on a bit of land that would produce one
bale of cotton to the acre.339 With the passing years, hard work, good fortune and the
principles of that their Protestant faiths provided them, the people of the East Feliciana
Parish moved forward.
Education for the White children, and others of East Feliciana Parish, would have
been primitive, at best. It was not uncommon for churches to open their facilities for use
as a school during the week.340 These schools were rudimentary, with reading, writing
and arithmetic being the fundamentals taught. No record of school ever appeared in the
records of the Hepzibah Baptist Church,341 but there were other churches in the area
where school could have been held. There is no record of a state-led or parish school at
this point. Upon completion of this elementary education, students, both male and
female, would often go to preparatory schools for continuance of education or
preparation for collage. This is where Silas and his family made the decision for him to
go to the denominational-led school at Clinton, Mississippi.
There is no record as to how the decision was made for Silas to attend Mississippi
College. It is known that Silas attended the Hepzibah Baptist Church342 and that this
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church was associated with the Mississippi Baptist Convention.343 It is also known that
this church associated with ministers from the Jackson/Clinton, Mississippi area.344
History reveals that the Mississippi Baptist Convention also endorsed "agents" to raise
money for the school at Clinton as well as promote it among the Baptist population that
contributed to the overall work of the Convention.345 No doubt, as these agents went
among the churches promoting the work of Mississippi Baptists and their school at
Clinton, word reached the White family, that was prominent in the Hepzibah church, of
this school and arrangements were made. They probably had to travel by land to the
village of Tangipahoa on the New Orleans to Jackson section of the Great Northern
Railroad.346 The depot there was the nearest connection to their homestead, still thirty
miles away. This is the most probable explanation as to how Silas ended up at
Mississippi College.
The fall of 1860 saw Silas enrolled at Mississippi College.347 It is not known if
this was his first year at the school but there can be no doubt as to his attendance that
year. That year, the school published a catalogue and Silas' name appears among the
students.
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Figure 10. Roll of the Preparatory Department, Senior Class, 1860-61.348
The fervor surrounding the school during the election year of 1860 is speculative,
however, it is known that Mississippi College was fully supportive of the Confederate
cause. The following paragraph, written in the Spring of 1861, is taken out of the 186061 Catalogue of Mississippi College and reflects the Confederate sympathies felt by
many at the school.
"Within the last month, the perfidy and madness of the Washington Government
having forced actual war upon us, many of our students, and three of our teachers,
Messrs. J.H. York, E.G. Banks and M.J. Thigpen, formed themselves into a
volunteer company called the Mississippi College Rifles. The company is
commanded by Capt. J.W. Welborn, a Trustee of the College. This company is
now off in the service of the Government. Many other students have attached
themselves to companies of their own neighborhood. Another Trustee, J.W.
Balfour, is Captain of the Beauregard Rifles; and a third Trustee, Gen. Richard
Griffith, recently Brigadier-General in our State Army, has just been elected
348
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Colonel of the twelfth Regiment. Though large numbers have thus been drawn
off from the College, and though a large number of other Colleges have
suspended, we have deemed it best to continue the exercises of our College. Our
country does not require the services of all of her young men in the field, and,
many boys are too young to enter the army. All these should continue their
studies, and thus themselves better for the weighty responsibilities that will be
theirs in a few years."349
Soldiering
Silas was caught up in the frenzy of secessionist mentality and was one of the
volunteers from the school to join the College Rifles. He wrote to his father on April 18
the following words.
" Clinton Mis April 18th, 1861
Dear Father I seat myself tonight to give you as long and as long Patriotic a letter
as I can (not calling myself a Patriot) but I feel a Spirit of resistance to Northern
oppression and I intend to stand to Southern rights as long as I have a drop of
blood and a single bullet to shoot. Truly we have the Spirit of ’76 raise among us
and there is a general determination to stand to Southern rights or die in the
attempt. We the Students of Mississippi have formed a military company and
are going to offer our service to the Governor as soon a possible. Our Captain an
honorable gentleman and a true patriot requests us to inform our parents of our
noble and spirited undertaking. Father and Mother brothers and all it is with tears
in my eyes that I think of leaving you to go to the battlefield and I now ask your
assents to the great and glorious cause which we have undertaken. Please write
immediately I shall not leave before I get an answer and IF I don’t go with this
Company I am going to come home and go or some [ ] else. We have 52 in our
Company (Three our teachers xxxx included one of whom we have put to the
post of Second Lieutenant a brave and patriotic man my little master is in “J
Thigpen”[?] and I intend to follow him to the field of battle. Our country first,
mother and father next, and the last of all our education. Our school is sure to
suspend but it will be in a glorious cause. For nearly thirty years have we stood
the oppression of the North but by the will of God it has become our lot to be an
independent people free from all intrusions of the North and now just to think of
what we have taken from them and after all they are going to try to scare us back
into that cold rotten dried up broken down Union but we have good
349
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inducement to push us on when we see the white heads making their appearance
in our ranks as we had one to do tonight. While he was received with loud
acclamations of Joy, Father to die for ones country is sweet. Die Die it may
be ignominiously on the scaffold but if it is the will of God that my country shall
require the poor offering of my soul, I am ready to give it when the hour may
come. Father write soon and send me some money to pay my board. Give every
body that is my friends my best respects and for all to come in defense of our
country for if they don’t they will be drafted.
Father send George and let him go with me. Now is the time or never.
Nothing more but my love is [sent] to all
S. T. White
(I will send this letter by express)
I am well
([looks to be initials])
Our enlistment does not cost us any thing.. Two men have offered to equip us
for nothing but I [??] some money to carry with me [Terry, Tony, Tommy] has
joined also"350
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Figure 11. Letter of Silas Talbert White, April 18, 1861351

The neatness of the penmanship and the prose of the letter denote a degree of academic
success, no doubt perfected at the college. Evident in the letter is the young man's
devotion to the cause of "Southern rights" and his willingness to die, if called on, to
secure that for the citizens of the new country that was being formed. Young, patriotic
and faithful to the fervor of the moment were all adjectives that could have described
young Silas in that time and venue. It is important to note that their superiors, respectful
of their parents, told the young recruits that they must first receive parental consent
before they could go to war. No doubt the time lag that existed in the postal service of
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that day contributed to the overall confusion, but young Silas, after asking for permission,
then marches off to war with his cohorts without receiving the needed consent from
home. What is known is that when the Mississippi College Rifles boarded the train for
Corinth on May 27, 1861,352 Silas Talbert White was among them.

Figure 12. Silas Talbert White, as a Soldier: circa 1861353
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Somewhere between the last of May or the Beginning of July, Silas' parents must
have intervened and received a release from his obligations in Mississippi so that he
might join a regiment more closely associated with people he knew from Louisiana. FoxClark states, "An original member of the 'Rifles', White requested release from Governor
Pettus of Mississippi in order to join a company from his home state. This request was
granted, and he did not see action with the company [Mississippi College Rifles]."354
Silas was then situated with Company K of the Fourth Louisiana Infantry Regiment
which was stationed near Biloxi, Mississippi.355 In a quick note to his father, dated July
10, 1861, Silas simply stated, " I had a fine trip here come by boat all the way
(steam….[missing] [s]ail together)."356 He had been mustered into service there on July
9th and was to remain with the Fourth Infantry Regiment of Louisiana for the remainder
of his military commitment.

Figure 13. Muster Record of Silas Talbert White, July 9, 1861.357
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Later, on the twenty-eighth of July, 1861, Silas gave more details of his trip beginning at
home and his arrival at Camp Neafus. He states,
" I will try to give you the history of the place I have been at and also try to give
you a few hints concerning my trip to Biloxi, the young paradise and as my trip to
Biloxi came first I will begin at the first. As I was escorted by you from home to
Clinton (Louisiana), I need not mention that part of my trip and also the portion of
my trip on the cars (rail cars) which ended about half after eight in the morn but
about an hour afterwards is the time [illegible] but not as bad as some of the other
boys. (Story. A few minutes after we got on the boat Jared was sitting still and
some of the boys said this is a fine boat and looked around and staired his eye and
asked one of the boys who did live here any how the boy carried him high). The
whole of my trip except from home to Port Hudson and from N. Orleons to the
lake only six miles. I remained here a week and one day when we received
orders to go to Ship Island where we stayed one week and it was like staying
one week in hadis (hades) but as good luck would have it we are now in Biloxi
again and I hope there to stay unless we can go to Virginia or Missouri."358
After being near Biloxi for only one week, young Silas was transferred to Ship Island
about six miles off the coast of Mississippi. A federal fort, Fort Massachusetts, was
being constructed there at the commencement of hostilities, and the Confederates took it
over early in the war.359 Silas described the place, "I will try to give you a desription
[Sic] of Ship Island or Second (hull/hell) as some of the boys call it. It is about 25 miles
long and one wide. The eastern end is finely timbered and a little elevated but the
western part for the space of five miles is a barren tract with a few patches of salt water
grass. There is the place the camp and post is situated. One of the hottest places I ever
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saw."360 A union soldier further described the island after it had transferred back to
Union control later in the war.
“When I tell you that this island on which we have been encamped since the first
part of the month, consists almost entirely of fine, white sand, with scarcely a tree
for shade or ornament, and with only here and there a patch of grass, you cannot
doubt the propriety of applying the word ‘barren’ to our present quarters. In this
sand our tents are pitched, and on this sand, with a mere blanket for a bed, we lie,
and sleep as best we can, with the various insects that minister to our discomfort.
Our shoes are never free from the irritating presence of this sand. You may find it
difficult to believe me when I say that from 10:30 A. M. till about 1:30 P. M. the
sand is so hot from the sun’s rays that an attempt on our part to walk in it with
bare feet, as some of the acclimated natives do, will prove so painful as to deter
one from a second attempt.”361
Ship Island was a difficult place for both Union and Confederate soldiers. Silas, to his
relief, was soon returned to Biloxi. For several reasons the Confederates abandoned the
fort approximately two months after Silas' stint on the island. The fort and island would
primarily be used as a Union staging ground for operations against New Orleans and
Mobile and a prisoner of war camp for Confederate soldiers throughout the remainder of
the war.362
Sometime in the late summer or early fall of 1861, the Fourth Louisiana was
billeted in a new location in the lower part of Louisiana. The Mississippi River was
under attack and the Fourth Louisiana was selected for service to protect the River and
the avenues which fed it. Silas wrote his father: " Since I wrote you last quiet [Sic] a
change has taken place in reference to our regiment which was then stationed at ……

360

White, Silas T. Letter of Silas Talbert White, July 28, 1861. Mississippi College Archive.
Hollandsworth Jr. James, G. Union Soldiers on Ship Island During the Civil War. Mississippi
History Now. www.mshistorynow.mdah.ms.gov/articles/211/union-soldiers-on-ship-island-during-thecivil-war
361

362

Ibid.

106

city. We have been divided into four different parts and stationed at different points on
the Atchafalaya."363
This drastic change had taken place due to the Union threat on the Mississippi
River basin. As a part of Winfield Scott's "anaconda plan,"364 the Union forces were
seeking to surround and constrict the Confederate forces by securing and controlling the
amount of river traffic afforded to them. In those days, the rivers were the main avenues
of transportation. Since the advent of steam propulsion in the early part of the nineteenth
century, up-river travel had grown at a steady pace. The Mississippi River was viewed as
a central part of Scott's plan and the Confederate forces sought to block Union access to
this main avenue. The Atchafalaya was one of the diversionary routes for high water on
the Mississippi and thus was considered an avenue inland for the invaders. Silas and his
cohorts were stationed on the lower Atchafalaya to construct barricades and defensive
positions. A month later, in December of 1861, Silas wrote his father detailing his duties
there.
"I seat myself this morning to employ myself in writing to you it being the first
opportunity I have had since I received your letter. I have been off from camp
first one week during which time I have worked harder than I ever did in my time.
Six men were detailed from each company (and I happened to be among that
number) to blockade the mouth of the Atchafalaya which was to be done by
cutting logs and throwing them in the channel. We are not half done yet nor do I
know how long we will be at work. We have had fine times since we have been
out. We have been living in a boat all the while."365
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While on this work detail, Silas White had been living on a boat at night and cutting logs
during the day. These logs were then used to block the channel to possibly prevent
Union ships from penetrating upstream. White loved the work and the sense of
comradery. He wrote:
"I have for the last 24 days been working off from camp on detached service
helping to blockade the channel that leads from the mouth of the Atchafalaya
river through bay into the Gulf and I think we will be ten days longer. I would
not care if we were sixty days longer for I enjoy myself fine. We stay on the
boats which carries the blockading timers [timbers ?] down for us."366
Even though Silas loved the work, he still felt a disconnect from the overall war effort.
He had written in November of that year, " We are stationed in a dark part of the state and
therefore hardly ever get any papers which has almost rendered us perfectly ignorant of
what is going on among the Federals as well as among the Confederates but there is one
thing I can assure you of and that is we will never get in a fight as long as we stay in this
part of the country."367 Young Silas felt that his commitment to the Confederacy was
unappreciated and that his talents, and the talents of those stationed with him were not
being put to the best use. "By right, I think we ought to be sent where we could do some
goods for we are about the best drilled Regiment in the Confederate Service everything
well organized but we will have to let things go as they are now and when this campaign
is over all those that wish to get a rattle can go VA direct and jack some company that is
in active service."368 He truly felt that he was in the backwash of the war and that his
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regiment needed to get into the action. As his re-enlistment drew near, he felt
disillusioned. " I have come to the conclusion to stay until my time is out it being only a
little more than three months… Great deal is being said now in camp about re-enlisting at
the expiration of our time and taking sixty days furlough but I don’t think I shall reenlist
without the time getting might hard."369 Simply put, Silas felt that his time was being
wasted in the backwaters of the war and without something changing, he would not
continue.
By February 22, 1862, there was a shift in the overall mood of the camp. Silas
and his co-workers had finished their work on the Atchafalaya and been granted a leave
on the town. There was also news that they would be heading north, toward the real
fighting of the war.
"My Spirits having been a little renewed I seat myself to pencil you a few lines to
let you know that I am still in the land of the living, well and hearty and
comfortably situated in the Louisiana Pressyard [Sic]where our cotton is repressed
for shipping a good deal of which is being done now. We have been here two
days and how much longer we are to stay I can’t tell but it is rumored that the
right wing of our Reg. will be here today and that we will leave on Monday, Feb
20th. I will write as soon as I get to my destination which is either Nashville or
Columbus where we are to have a bully fight. Our Capt [Sic] let us go out in the
city and enjoy ourselves. All are well. My love to all."370
Events surrounding the fall of Fort Henry and Fort Donaldson on the Cumberland and
Tennessee Rivers in early February of 1862371, had startled the Confederates into
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reinforcing their troops in that part of the country. The Fourth Louisiana Infantry was
called upon to travel and in so doing, had sparked a renewal of energy and revival among
the troops. It is clear to see that Silas looked forward to the "bully fight" that lay on his
horizon.
The details of the Fourth Louisiana and their trip northward are not made clear in
Silas' writings, only that it had been difficult. "Father I have been through within the last
few days and weeks what I never thought of before. I have had to sleep out two nights
lately without any tents in the rain, and cold rain."372 The move, which had taken a
month, had placed them near Corinth, Mississippi. The northern forces were descending
down the Tennessee and marching westward from Nashville since Buell's victory there in
late February.373 The battle was predicted to be a tough one, when it came. Silas had
heard the rumors and seen the amassment of southern forces. He wrote of this:
"we expect to have a bully fight in a few days. One that will settle the fate of
Tenn [Sic] (the state whose character is blotted to escutcheon forever) and H.Q.
and one in which the Yankees will be (according to my notion) cut entirely to
pieces. We are fortifying ourselves at this point and have an army of 70 or 80
thousand. Our pickets can plainly hear the drum of the Yankees who are about
fifteen miles from this point. It is said the Yankees have their baggage marked
Corrinth [Sic] or Hell and according to my opinion they will see the latter place
long before they will Corrinth.[Sic]"374
The fulfilment of his youthful desires were soon to come to fruition.
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Around the middle of March, Union troops were settling in along the Tennessee
River at Pittsburg Landing and Crump's Landing, attempting to gain further access to the
region and to control all traffic on the Tennessee.375 Their initial intent was to amass
there and then storm Corinth, a Confederate stronghold when conditions were favorable.
Grant, with 45,000 men was waiting there in hopes of uniting forces with General Don
Carlos Buell's 50,000 troops before making the assault.376 In the later part of March, the
Confederate forces numbering 55,000 were at Corinth, under the direction of Albert
Sidney Johnston.377 They knew of the strength of Grant's army, his concentration around
Pittsburg Landing and assumed his intentions toward Corinth. Grant, believing the
Confederates would not abandon a strongly fortified position such as Corinth, had made
few defensive preparations intending to move quickly once all troops had arrived and
been successfully ferried across the Tennessee River.378 The Confederates knew that
General Buell was in route and felt that their chances would be greater if they delivered a
preemptive strike against the North while they were trying to solidify their position along
the Tennessee River.379 Some men under the command of General Ulysses Grant were
known to be bivouacked near a small Methodist church called Shiloh just above Pittsburg
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Landing, drilling and awaiting the arrival of the others.380 The name 'Shiloh' means,
tranquility. And, it was into this tranquility that the Confederate forces charged.
The attack commenced in the early morning hours of April 6, 1861.381 It was a
Sunday. Heavy rain had prevented an earlier attack by the Confederates and due to these
adverse weather conditions, the trip out from Corinth had taken them three days. Silas, as
a part of the Louisiana Fourth, was under the direct command of Colonel Randall L.
Gipson. At some point in the late morning, General Braxton Bragg ordered Gipson to
make a frontal assault on a federal position.382 Thomas Chinn Roberson, a member of the
Louisiana Fourth and a fellow soldier with Silas penned the following account of that
day.
"April 6th, 1862.
We left Monterey on the evening of the 4th, and marched about three miles, when
we halted for the night and were obliged to sit up for two reasons: first, we were
momentarily expecting to receive orders to march forward; and secondly, the rain
which poured down in torrents would have prevented us from sleeping, had we
been disposed or permitted to do so. The next day we advanced slowly and
camped within less than a mile of the enemy's camp. That night we could plainly
hear their bands playing tattoo and taps.
The morning of the 6th we were aroused very early, but had not been up long
when the report of musketry told us that the enemy's pickets were being driven in,
and that the battle was about to begin. We were immediately formed in line under
command of Colonel Gibson.
The Washington Artillery on the left, our regiment, the Fourth Louisiana Infantry
next, then the 13th Louisiana and 1st Arkansas. We advanced about half a mile,
when a Federal Battery opened fire on us, and we, for the first time, heard the
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shrill whistle of a shell, which soon became familiar. The Washington Artillery
was immediately gotten in position and replied promptly and with good effect.
We then filed across an open field, and although within about three hundred yards
of the battery, which continued to shell us all the time, yet the ranks were not once
broken, but the most perfect order prevailed."383
History is grateful to Roberson for this account of the battle as seen by one of the
Louisiana Fourth. His tale goes on about how the Federals were driven from the field
that day and how that he and his remaining comrades slept in Yankee tents and ate
Yankee provisions that night. But for Silas, the war had ended. As the Fourth Louisiana
moved across the field that day in perfect formation and under the duress of cannonade,
the prophetic words of this young man came to fruition. "Father to die for one’s country
is sweet. Die, Die it may be ignominiously on the scaffold but if it is the will of God that
my country shall require the poor offering of my soul, I am ready to give it when the hour
may come."384 On April 6, 1862, that hour came for young Silas as he and his comrades
moved across the field. Northern cannons opened with grape and shell, and young Silas
Talbert White died for the cause in which he had believed so strongly. His body, along
with so many like him, was buried in a mass grave on the battlefield at Shiloh, but a
marker back home in East Feliciana Parish, Louisiana commemorates him in the JacksonWhite cemetery. It simply reads. Silas Talbert White, January 5, 1843 April 6, 1862,
killed by a cannon ball at the Battle of Shiloh.385
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Figure14. Death Record of Silas Talbert White, April 6, 1862386
For those students living in that era, from both North and South, great sacrifices were
expected and honorably given as the events of their time played out around them. For the
better part, those who were called simply went. Student life on campus was abandoned.
And for thousands, Student Life during this era meant dying.
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Conclusion
For the better part, the story of Silas Talbert White was not unique. Sons of
yeomen farmers across the South were mustered into service to fight for the ideologies
propagated by the elite planters who held the positions of power across the South. The
idea of a “rich man’s war, but a poor man’s fight”387 was a common cry on both sides of
the conflict. However, Marx’s sense of “False Consciousness”388 can especially be seen
as the planter elite of the South manipulated the structural forms of honor and duty to
excite a patriotic fervor within the masses of the Confederacy. Thousands marched off to
their fate in America’s most deadly war.389 The fact that this fervor extended to and was
propagated from the South’s institutions of higher education shows the degree to which
true analytical thought was abandoned and a brand of False Consciousness propelled by
the “Power Elite”390of the South accepted. The “Southern Way of Life”391 permeated
into every aspect of life in this agriculturally based region. Young Silas White simply
served as an example.
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